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No. 5.—The Clinical and Epidemiological Aspects of 
so-called Hysteria of the Dog. 


By FreprericK Hospay, F.R.C.V.S., Principal of the 
Royal Veterinary College. 


The great degree of interest taken by the members of 
the profession in the subject of canine ‘‘ hysteria ’’ was 
evidenced by the excellence of the attendance at this, the 
concluding, discussion of the Congress, which preceded 
the closing meeting on the morning of Friday, 6th Septem- 
ber, 1929, at the County Hall, Ayr. 

The session was presided over by Mr. James Anderson, 
of Keith, an ex-Vice-President of the Association, who 
immediately called upon Major Frank Chambers, of 
Wolverhampton, to open the discussion on Principal 
Hobday’s paper. 

Major CHAMBERS said: In embarking on the difficult 
task of opening a discussion on such a perplexing disease as 
the so-called canine hysteria, I am rather in a quandary as 
to the aspect from which [shall approach the subject. The 
etiology of the complaint is really the crux of the subject, 
and it is to try and learn something as to the cause of this 
disease that most of us are here to-day. I think that we 
shall all agree that the treatment is more or less simple 
and effective and the percentage of fatalities very small. 
If the disease follows the same trend as it has done in the 
U.S.A. the mortality will increase the longer the disease is 
with us. The trouble was first recognised in the Southern 
States of the U.S.A. in 1918 and gradually spread north- 
wards. It commenced in this country about 1924, and I 
could not make anything out of the first case that I saw. 
However, treatment of the symptoms gave a satisfactory 
result. But when six other puppies followed suit I was 
more than puzzled. Since that time I must have seen 
many hundreds of cases of this complaint. 

I cannot do better at this stage than read a letter I 
received some time ago from Professor H. J. Milks, of 
Cornell University (New York State Veterinary College). 
Professor Milks says :— 

‘““T am = sorry, but there is little actual work 
published on this trouble. There have been a great 
many opinions, but no coupling up of this symptom 
with other diseases. We see it as a result of many 
peripheral irritations, as almost exactly the same as 
ordinary fits, and in this connection we think it is a 
symptom. There is another form of the disease which 
seems to be almost an epidemic and goes through the 
kennels, which we cannot otherwise explain. In many 
young dogs we find this frights disease as a forerunner 

of distemper, but not always. Personally, from my 











contact with other veterinarians, I must say that we 
are not entirely certain of it, but most men are of the 
opinion that it is a symptom rather than a disease, in 
most cases. However, we see it in many older dogs, 
and it is a question why we have such outbreaks, unless 
it is a specific disease. We have had it in our own 
kennels here, in which case almost every young dog 
going through for operation or otherwise came down 
with this trouble within the neighbourhood of a week, 

and some of them ran into distemper a little later. I 

feel that there is certainly some connection between 

this disease and distemper. 

‘* Many other people find it due to food stuff, and a 
change of food seems to do good; but it is not found 
due to any certain kind of food, as changes in food have 
been so wide that frequently where one kind of food has 
been dropped by one owner, it has been taken up by 
another. 

‘*T am enclosing you a short reprint of mine which 
explains some of our experiences with this disease. 

“In closing, I might state that in our meetings here 
this subject brings up a great deal of discussion, but it 
does not get anywhere because there are as many differ- 
ent opinions on it as there are men who discuss it.”’ 
The statement that cases of hysteria run into distemper 

after an attack is very interesting, as this also has been 
my experience in a few isolated cases. I think that the 
attack of hysteria is quite a separate disease, but that 
vitality and resistance are considerably lowered in the young 
dog, allowing the virus of distemper to gain access and 
produce the definite attack of distemper. 

In large kennels and veterinary hospitals it is quite 
possible that the infective agent of distemper is always 
present but only succeeds in infecting when non-immune 
devitalised subjects are present. 

The name ‘ hysteria’ is not gxactly a good one and I 
am inclined to add the term “ specific,”’ as Sewell has done, 
until a better one is thought of. The American designa- 
tion, “‘ frights disease,” is really a better name, for it is 
the one characteristic symptom of the complaint. 

The pathology of the disease is as yet obscure. | cannot 
agree with Milks that the attack is in the nature of a 
convulsion. With convulsions associated with teething in 
young animals you are all familiar, and they are quite 
different from the symptoms shown during an attack of 
hysteria. Predisposing causes include any condition 
affecting the nutrition of the brain, such as exhaustion, 
anemia, malnutrition or any disease of the gastro-intestinal 
tract. The conditions as set down by Milks in his paper 
on *‘ Convulsion in Dogs,” as the causes of convulsion or 
fits are: dentition, indigestion, intestinal parasites, pain, 
parasitic otorrhea, excitement and unknown causes, 
Many veterinarians believe that the disease is only a 
syndrome and not a disease entity. It has also been 
associated with improper feeding, lack of vitamin B, 
botulism, hook worm disease, etc. It is well known that 
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this disease will attack either sex. It is mostly seen in 
large dogs, such as retrievers, Alsatians, etc., and in large 
kennels where recourse has to be made to patent biscuits 
and meals and where there is no great variety in the diet. 
One seldom sees it in a dog that is table fed, that is, the 
small household pet that consumes the scraps and never 
gets. meat-containing biscuits. 


William Lintz, M.D., writing in the August number of 
Veterinary Medicine, describes the condition as hyper- 
kinesia—hyper, a prefix signifying above, beyond ; kinesia, 
meaning motion sickness. He states that it is a definite 
disease, not only by the exclusion of other diseases, but 
particularly by reason of the fact that he was able to 
inoculate healthy dogs with blood taken from diseased 
animals and very promptly reproduce the disease. _Numer- 
ous cultures were made from the blood, brain, spinal 
cord, and every tissue and organ. The most constant 
finding was a gram negative motile bacillus. From his 
description of the disease encountered in his researches 
amongst the dogs in one kennel only, I am convinced that 
he was not dealing with specific hysteria, but the gastro- 
intestinal form of distemper. All his cases commenced with 
vomiting and intestinal disturbance of an acute type. The 
teeth were coated with dark-coloured mucus and the fits 
which supervened were of the epileptic nature. In the 
absence of any research work with positive findings one 
can only surmise as to what is the actual cause of the 
disease. I have a distinct leaning towards a specific 
toxin which is formed or gains entrance through the 
gastro-intestinal canal. The production of hysteria by 
the presence of the ear mite does take place in a very small 
number of cases, but these form a very small percentage of 
the whole. For some time past I have made it a routine 
measure to examine the ears with a Mayo electric auriscope 
fitted with a magnifying eyepiece. Any case of parasitic 
otorrh@a is easily recognised. Many hundreds of cases 
of hysteria have been seen where the ears were normal 
and many cases of hysteria have been treated by car 
medication alone without curing the complaint. Vice 
versa, one sees every day dogs and cats whose ears are 
teeming with ear mites and yet they have never had an 
attack of hysteria. One can find the parasites in 95 per 
cent. of cats examined and yet how rare it is to see a cat 
with hysteria. , 

Vitamin deficiency has been blamed, but a perusal of the 
literature dealing with experiments concerning this subject 
does not help one very much. The researches of Gold- 
berger, U.S.A., have shown that vitamin deficiency does 
produce symptoms of canine typhus and not hysteria. 

I do not consider that the disease is infectious in the true 
sense of the word, but one is at a loss to explain why cases 
of this disease are seen in dogs one or two days after coming 
home from a show when the kennels have never had a 
case before. It cannot be pure coincidence, for it happens 
too often and with too great a regularity. Outbreaks in 
large kennels have been seen, but rather than blame a 
common infecting virus I would suggest the same 
toxic agent to be present in the common ration. In 
cases that occur after shows it may be that the toxin or 
virus is present in the system and the emotional or devital- 
ising influence of the show lowers the vitality and allows 
an attack to take place, 
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Spicer, in his very able paper on “ Milk Fever and 
Hysteria ’’ (Veterinary Record, March 2nd and 30th, 1929), 
deals with the cause and treatment of hysteria and ex- 
pounds McDonagh’s theory that the disease is due to the 
presence of protein in the blood plasma in the form of 
colloid particles and not in true solution. Under certain 
circumstances these colloid particles may join together 
and be precipitated in the capillary vessels of the brain, 
partially or completely blocking them. There must be 
something in this theory, for, since using the treatment 
described by Spicer, I have had excellent results and have 
not seen a recurrence of the disease after giving one injec- 
tion. In spite of those who are emphatic that the feeding 
of dog biscuits is not to be blamed for the production of 
this obscure complaint, I have seen many attacks of 
hysteria stop when the biscuits have been stopped and 
recommence when these biscuits were fed again. 

Is this due to a botulinus toxin caused by changes of 
a putrefactive nature in the meat content of the biscuit ? 
Is there some protein present which becomes absorbed into 
the blood stream in an improper form and becomes de- 
hydrated and precipitated in the capillaries of the brain 
with its attendant result ? These questions can only be 
answered by organised research. 

Of recent years we have seen and read numerous articles 
concerning work done on diseases or symptoms produced, 
or thought to be produced, by diets deficient in calcium. 
Most of the work appears to be done on small laboratory 
But deficiency in calcium, whilst 
appearing to affect the young animal, does not seem to 
produce ill-effects in the older animal. As a rule, animals 
suffering from calcium deficiency become affected and do 
not “‘ go off the deep end ”’ as dogs do when affected with 
hysteria. 


animals and the cow. 


In February, 1927, a letter appeared in the Field from 
Colonel Badcock, in which he described his experiences 
with hysteria. Apparently, owing to attacks of hysteria, 
he had put his dogs (gun dogs) on to horse flesh and baked 
bread. As the hysteria continued, he tried adding to the 
ration plenty of fat (cow fat and obtained from the butcher). 
Soon after this was fed the hysteria disappeared and did 
not reappear. He therefore, as a layman, explains the 
cause of hysteria as due to diet deficient in fat. 


Regarding treatment, those few cases that are due to the 
presence of ear mites are easily recognised, and proper 
treatment is usually quickly efficacious. For those cases 
belonging to the other variety. and they greatly preponder- 
ate, I have adopted Spicer’s treatment with unqualified 
Instead of using normal saline I prefer to use an 
artificial blood serum. Large doses of potassium bromide 


success. 


are sometimes given at the same time, but this is not 
In the U.S.A. they are employing 
gastro-intestinal lavage largely, using a strong alkaline 


absolutely necessary. 


solution. This would have a similar effect to the sub- 
cutaneous injection, with the additional advantage that 
the lumen of the intestines would be cleared of any toxin 
that might be therein contained. A certain amount of the 
fluid would be absorbed into the blood stream and have 
the effect of a hydrator. 

I am afraid that my remarks have been rather dis- 
jointed, but must excuse myself with the statement that 
the whole subject is very much disjointed and it requires 
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proper research to place the pieces in their proper place, 
so that this most interesting puzzle may be plain to all 
of us. 

Mr. F. L. Goocn (Stamford): I do not think anything 
has been mentioned, either by the essayist or by the 
opener of the discussion, concerning premonitory symptoms 
of an attack of hysteria. I have not had a great experience 
of this disease, but I have noted carefully the peculiar 
wanderings of the animal before it starts its fits. I wish 
to ask the essayist if he has noticed that. I have also 
noticed that if you can get something into the animal at 
that stage the fit has been prevented, and the medicine 
has been potassium bromide and chloral hydrate. 

[ should like to ask the essayist if he has noticed any 
distinet time as to the recurrence of the attacks. I have 
seen three attacks in three weeks, in an Alsatian, and then 
there has been no attack for twelve months. The Alsatian, 
twelve months to the day after the third attack, and without 
any premonitory symptoms, jumped out of a car and ran 
for a mile, whining and howling, after which she returned 
home and went on as though nothing had happened. Have 
others noticed the occurrence of three attacks within a 
few days of each other, followed by a long interval of 
cannot think that the 
I can point to 


freedom from the condition? I 
disease is either contagious or infectious. 
one kennel, in which there are thirty or forty dogs of all 
descriptions, in which a lurcher and no other dog was 
affected. But the lady of the house had an Aberdeen 
terrier which had never been near the kennel, and this was 
attacked by the disease, as was a spaniel belonging to the 
keeper. Incidentally, that disposes of the idea that 
hysteria is only seen in large dogs. 

The opener of the discussion says that he has had good 
results from a change of food. I have had good results 
from any change—change the situation, keeping the dog 
on the same food, and he will not get a recurrence. The 
opener also spoke of anzemia as being one of the principal 
We must differentiate between 


distemper. I 


predisposing causes. 
hysteria and ordinary have never seen 
convulsions in hysteria. 

I should like to ask Major Chambers whether he has 
noticed any regional regularity of occurrence ; I have one 
particular village where we are always looking for the 
occurrence and recurrence of this disease. In my opinion, 
though a great many veterinary surgeons pin their faith 
to the ear mite as a cause of the disease, the existence of 
these parasites is purely coincidental. 


In regard to mortality, I may have been very fortunate, 


but in the fifty or sixty cases with which I have had to - 


deal, I have not had a fatal case. In the North of Treland, 
however, | understand they have several fatal cases, and | 
was wondering whether we have two types of the disease. 

[ have pleasure in thanking both the essayist and the 
opener for their contributions. 

Mr. D. Cummina, J.P. (Peterculter): IL would just like 
to say how much I thank both the essayist and the opener 
of the discussion. I think we have been rather fortunate 
in our district, because the disease is known to a slight 
extent, but it has never got a start. [ should like to ask 
the essayist for what length of time, in his opinion, the 
dog is affected, i e., how much time should elapse before 
an affected dog should be allowed to return to a house in 


which there are children ? 
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Mr. A. Spreutt (Dundee): I heard a good deal about 
hysteria before we got it in the North, but unfortunately 
it came north with shooting dogs, and most of my experience 
of this disease has been amongst sporting dogs—spaniels, 
setters, retrievers—and there has been very little of it in 
the smalier breeds. 

I think there has been a great mix-up between ordinary 
distemper fits and hysteria, and in my view the one con- 
Nor do I think 


hysteria is either a precursor of distemper or one of its 


dition has nothing to do with the other. 
sequele. If I was asked to hazard an opinion as to what it 
is caused by, I should venture the opinion that it is due to 
2 gastro-enteritis, for I think you will find that in most 
cases derangement of the bowels, furring of the tongue, 
mouth and teeth exist, and these point to gastro-enteritis, 
though not to anything like the extent found in Stuttgart’s. 
In my view, the whole thing is a toxemia from the bowel. 
Very few fits occur : these generally occur during excitement 
or exercise ; the dog dashes off ‘‘ into the blue,’’ comes 
back at any time from an hour to several hours, and settles 
down with vacant appearance and salivation. I think the 
administration of hexamine in the drinking water, or some 
other internal antiseptic, preferably iodine in capsule, does 
as much good as anything. I do not believe that bromide 
is required, because the animal has usually recovered his 
senses before you give it, but is a useful stand-by when the 
excitement continues. Nor do I think that age has anything 
to do with it: this disease has turned up in innumerable 
dogs that have had distemper years before. 

Professor G. H. WootpripGE (London): I think that, 
in the first place, an apology is due to the meeting from me 
for speaking on this subject, because I would like to say, 
at the outset, that I know nothing at all about it. (Laugh- 
ter.) I have been driven to that conclusion because of 
the large number of cases I have seen and because any 
conclusions U have formed as the result of careful observa- 
tion on a series of cases have been entirely negatived by 
equally careful observation of the next series. Therefore 
[ speak with no measure of dogmatism, but as a seeker 
after truth. In the next place, may I say that I agree 
with those who do not like the name hysteria: I think it 
would be far better if it were called it canine dementia, 
because there is a frenzy, in the first instance, which is 
followed by a dementia of a suppressed type, where the 
and are mentally 


animals are obviously “ seeing spooks ” 


deficient. lor that reason, I consider the name hysteria 
is not a good one, but when we come to consider the 
etiology of the condition, we find that it is in many in- 
foods —certain lines, of biscuit 
feeding, supported by the fact that the 
foods have been stopped the attacks have ceased, and when 
the foods have been renewed the attacks have been renewed. 
That fails to account for those instances in which cases 
have occurred amongst dogs that have never had any 
I have met with it in instances in 


stances attributed to 


when biscuit 


biscuit foods at all. 
which the diet has been essentially a meat diet, and I have 
come to the conclusion that food, as a primary cause, has 
nothing to do with it. IL think that the primary cause 
(whatever it is) may be precipitated by improper feeding. 
Those precipitating circumstances, in my experience, 
seem. to include food as one, and other conditions, such as 
general excitement. I think the same thing applies to 
the association (if it ever occurs at all) of ear trouble with 
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this affection. I am one of those who believe that affec- 
tions of the ear (otorrhcea and otocariasis) have nothing 
whatever to do with the prime cause of this trouble, but 
that they can be numbered amongst the circumstances 
that can precipitate an attack. 

Then there is the question of imitation. I have heard 
that put forward and I have had very striking evidence 
submitted to me in support of the theory—where dogs, 
with a special imitative faculty, having seen an attack, 
will go off straight away and have an attack too. That is 
seen in human beings also. It has been suggested by 
Major Chambers that botulism may possibly have some- 
thing to do with it. If that is the case, and the organism 
Racillus botulinus is so ubiquitous, present in the house- 
holds of those private owners whose dogs get hysteria, 
surely there would be, here and there, cases of botulism 
in the human beings of those households, but I have never 
heard of such an outbreak. Then there ig the question 
of food deficiency—such deficiency as of calcium salts and 
vitamins, and so on. 

I have been able at times to get series of cases which 
give strong support to the claims of each one of these 
things as being the cause of so-called hysteria, but the 
next series has hit them on the head, because the circum- 
stances do not apply. 

Mr. Spicer’s view, that hysteria is due to those colloidal 
bodies floating about in the blood plasma, does not help 
me at all from the etiological point of view. I would 
suggest that is the effect of the prime cause, and not the 
cause itself. A view I hold—and I am quite content to 
admit that next week I may not hold it, in view of the way 
in which we are compelled to change our point of view— is 
this : it has been suggested that there is no association with 
distemper. I do not agree that hysteria is due to the prime 
cause of the vi:us of distemper, but I think there is an 
association in this sense—that distemper is due, in the 
first instance, to a filterable virus, and that along with it 
there is a series of other viruses, any one of which, at various 
times, may complicate the distemper virus. It is the 
presence of these different complicating organisms which 
is responsible for the different types of distemper you get. 
My view is that the nervous symptoms of distemper are, 
in the majority of cases, due to a complicating virus the 
nature of which we have not yet discovered. Just as you 
can get Bacillus bronchisepticus infections in dogs cawsing 
respiratory trouble quite apart from distemper, so I believe 
this virus responsible for the nervous conditions met with 
in distemper may at other times, independently of dis- 
temper, set up nervous disturbances, certain manifestations 
of which we now know as hysteria. I regard hysteria as 
being due to a filterable virus which brings about, in the 
first instance, an acute cerebral hyperemia, setting up the 
earlier severe symptoms, and followed by a cerebral 
cedema which is responsible for the later subdued mental 
derangement. 

With regard to treatment, I wou!d suggest that, when 
you have nervous disturbance, vitamin B, re-enforcing 
nerve control, is a most important factor to be incor- 
porated in the treatment. In this condition I am of 
opinion that the patient requires an excess of vitamin B, 
and I have had the best results where that line of treatment 
has been supplemented with a daily allowance of ordinary 





yeast ; a piece of yeast about the size of a walnut for dogs 
of Airedale size. The treatment I usually adopt is, in the 
first excitement stage, to give the patient a dose of morphia 
and put him to sleep for 24 hours ; after that, to give him 
a course of sodium salicylate, as an internal antiseptic and 
febrifuge (if any fever should be present) accompanied by 
bromides. I do not use bromide for reasons of hysteria 
in the dog, but because I think his brain needs a little 
rest. I use sodium salicylate and potassium bromide for 
several days, then I discontinue the bromide, continuing 
the salicylate and using arsenic, together, and during the 
whole time, with an allowance of yeast. I may add that 
one or two veterinary surgeons have told me that they have 
had much the best results when they have been able to 
provide blue light in the room in which the affected dogs 
have been housed. 

Mr. J. R. Barker (Hereford): Major Chambers men- 
tioned McDonagh and his work, and some of the other 
speakers seem to have got the question confused. 

The colloid protein particles constitute the host’s 
general protective substance, and are present in the blood 
plasma. They are there normally, according to McDonagh, 
and it is the action of any toxin, bacterial or chemical, 
upon this protective substance which causes any disease. 

McDonagh says that this condition of hysteria can be 
reproduced in the rabbit by means of chemical substances. 
The post-mortem appearances of the affected brain are 
quite definite. He says the condition is due to an arres- 
tation of these colloidal protein particles in the capillaries 
of the brain, and that consequently only such treatment 
as will dislodge them will be satisfactory. Oxygen will do 
it and so will aspirin. Some people say that this is not 
enough, because you do get recurrences of the attacks, 
but it may be that other drugs, administered afterwards, 
will be capable of enhancing the action of these colloid 
particles on the virus, producing its destruction, so that 
there will be no recurrence. Possibly further research will 
yield such a drug or drugs. 

Mr. R. Hupson (Retford): Very little has been said 
about the early symptoms in connection with the disease. 
The first thing that was noticed in one case was the dog 
scratching aimlessly at a bare piece of ground. The 
owner called the dog to him several times, but was ignored ; 
on the way home the animal went off. The dog returned 
home, apparently all right, next day, but in the afternoon 
he had an attack, wrecking the ornaments about the room ; 
they threw one or two buckets of water over him and when 
I got there the owner was holding him on the floor, dead. 

I do think that feeding dog biscuits has some influence 
on the disease, for in my view we have a lot of wretched 
stuff sold as dog biscuits to-day. 

I am inclined to regard hysteria as a specific disease. 
Regarding the occurrence of fits in association with it: 
one may be doubtful whether the fit is associated with the 
disease itself or is a true epileptic fit. I am inclined to 
think that fits are sometimes found in connection with the 
disease itself, apart from ordinary epileptic fits. It 
appears to me that there are some cases of an imitative 
nature. I had a case a short time ago, in which a spaniel 
bitch was being taken round the place by a lady. She 
came up against two Foxhound puppies, and one of these 
puppies went into a fit of hysteria. The spaniel bitch, 
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which had never shown any symptome at all, immediately 
went into a fit of a similar nature, and did not recover 
from it for two or three days. 

With regard to treatment, one cannot say much. Nearly 
every veterinary surgeon has a good cure for it, and it 
appears to yield to almost any sedative drug, providing 
the animal is kept quiet and in quiet surroundings. 

Principal J. F. Craic (Veterinary College of Ireland, 
Dublin): I think that the first of our members to come to 
the conclusion that in hysteria we had to deal with a 
special disease was the late Mr. Trogan, of Bray, who saw 
it amongst Alsatians first, and he noticed that amongst 
Alsatians the diet was the thing that mattered. The diet 
consisted of biscuits; when the biscuits were withdrawn 
the symptoms ceased and when they were renewed the 
symptoms reasserted themselves. That was an experience 
which he repeated on many occasions ; so much so was 
that the case with him that he continually emphasised it, 
and it has come to be known that whenever a case of the 
kind appears in the country one always recommends that 
the essential part of the treatment consists of changing 
the diet. Unlike what has been stated by Mr. Gooch to 
occur in Northern Ireland, our experience is that there has 
been very little mortality in this condition. It has often 
been asked, what is it in the diet that is responsible for 
the condition ? We know that certain diseases can be 
produced by quite a variety of causes, and also that in 
many diseases the symptoms are by no means _ patho- 
gnomonic ; one need only mention bovine abortion—we 
know it may be due to quite a variety of causes, but that 
the great majority of cases are due to one special cause. 
The same thing may apply in the case of this condition, 
with a special set of symptoms which we call hysteria. 
There is no doubt that there have been quite a variety of 
experiences regarding the circumstances under which these 
symptoms have been set up, but, so far as one can make 
out, there appears to be one particular agent as having the 
major say in its production. We know that the most 
common disease of the dog is distemper, but from the 
circumstances in which hysteria occurs I think we can rule 


distemper out, so far as the development of hysteria is | 


concerned ; moreover, we need not take the otodectes of 
the dog as being of any importance in this connection. 
The fact that one gets quite a number of cases in a kennel 
suggests contagion, but it must be remembered that in 
a kennel the dogs are under the same conditions of hygiene 
and diet. Moreover, the rapidity of recovery after a 
change of diet rather leads one to the contention that a 
specific virus is not responsible for the condition. 
can only speculate as to what is responsible. It is possible 
that a toxin may be responsible, but it is hardly likely to 
be botulinus toxin, because then one would expect from 
that cause a considerable mortality. Again the evidence 
is lacking regarding any deficiency in the diet. At the 
same time, though one must confess that we are not aware of 
the specific agent responsible for the disease, we can say 
that we do know, in a large measure, what, in practice, will 
put a stop to the symptoms. 

Mr. J. F. Hearty (Midleton, Co. Cork): I would like to 
relate a brief reference to a dog I owned myself. It is 
merely to state that this dog, which was a cross-bred 
between an Irish water spaniel and a Labrador, had a 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 





One. 








No 43. Vol. TX. 939 


typical fit of hysteria, yet he never had a biscuit in his 
I doubt if he ever saw one. I do not think that the 
feeding of biscuits has anything whatever to do with the 
condition, which is more frequently seen in sporting dogs 
than in any other. 


life ; 


PRINCIPAL HoBpDAY’s REPLY. 


Principal F. T. G. Hospay (Royal Veterinary College, 
London): My object in undertaking the preparation of a 
paper under this title, *‘ Canine Hysteria,’’ was to ventilate 
the subject, which, of course, is of very great interest to 
us just now; and I think that at any rate you will agree 
on one point, and that is that the stones I have thrown 
into the pond of enquiry have resulied in a large number of 
waves, one, at least, of which we hope will reach the bank 
and give us the result we desire. In connection with this, 
I may say that I am already in a position to make a pleasant 
announcement: a gentleman who is a friend of our pro- 
fession has agreed to provide us with £600 a year for three 
years for research into this disease alone-—(applause)-— so 
that nothing remains for us to do but to find the brains 
and I guarantee that we shall do that. 

Personally, I think that the term hysteria is the best 
name for the condition: call it “‘ specific’? hysteria if 
I think you will agree that dementia has many 
It is very peculiar that this 


you wish, 
causes other than this one. 
condition has been noted so much more commonly in the 
country than in our big cities. We have been, for some 
months now, collecting statistics at the London College, 
and letters have come in from all parts of Great Britain, 
showing that the disease has been seen particularly in 
sporting dogs and dogs used for sport, rather than in the 
lap dog. 

In London it is not by any means a disease that has 
caused us much alarm, and personally I think some of the 
diseases described to-day have not been true specific 
hysteria. These descriptions, and some of those given in 
the canine papers and in the letters received, have been 
descriptions of conditions which we have recognised for 
a long time. It has long been common knowledge, for 
instance, that the presence of ear mites will produce brain 
symptoms, but you will not find these parasites in the ears 
of one-half per cent. of the dogs suffering from this curious 
fright disease, and as to the epileptiform seizures mentioned 
in association with the disease, lam quite sure that much 
of what has been described has been just ordinary epilepsy. 
Others, again, have described the nervous form of distemper 
absolutely accurately, but that is not specific hysteria. 

The peculiar wandering movements mentioned by Mr. 
Gooch are noticeable symptoms, but they are.by no means 
constant, and as regards the curious instance given by 
him of the regular time between the attacks, that sometimes 
occurs, but I think it is coincidence. I am quite sure of 
one thing: that when a dog has an attack the owner 
will be well advised to follow the advice of the veterinary 
surgeon and keep the animal free from excitement for at 
least three weeks. 

As I very cautiously said in my paper, I do not think 
the disease is contagious, but it is considered very seriously 
by other countries that have not got it. I have a letter 
here from a foreign capital asking whether I think hysteria 
in dogs is contagious, as the Govermnent Departinent of 
that country was discussing whether certain quarantine 
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steps should be taken in regard to the importation of dogs 
from England. They were considering the question of 
quarantining dogs from this country, purely on account of 
this so-called hysteria, because it has been stated on a 
number of occasions in the press that this disease was 
imported by_us from America. 

Mr. Spreull said that hysteria came north with the 
shooting. I agree with him: it is one of the few things 
that we have been able to send you from the south— 
(laughter)—but it is very strange how, from the owners of 
kennels right away in the North of Scotland in dogs that 
have never ,been moved out of the district, reports of 
attacks of hysteria have reached us. 

Whether or not it is absolutely a new disease T should not 
like to say, for the older practitioners will remember that 
there used to be many dogs that were thought to be rabid 
which behaved in many respects as these dogs do to-day. 
But to-day, of course, there are thousands more dogs under 
veterinary care and supervision than there used to be, and 
we try to reason things out to a finer degree than we used 
to do. 

The experiments of Mottram and of Col. McCarrison 
seem to have some bearing on the subject; feeding rats 
and leaving certain elements out of the food, with the 
result that the animals ran violently about the cage, 
screaming. It isa problem, but I am sure it is a problem we 
shall get over, especially now that we have been so gener- 
ously supplied with the means to work at it. 

The great and pressing need for research work into the 
causes of, and preventive measures against this disease, 
provides another example of the lack of Government 
recognition and financial support accorded in the past to 
our little profession, but we are now hoping that with help 
secured from the new Government and from other sources, 
a good deal mure money will be provided for research into 
this and other problems than has been forthcoming in 
the past. If they will provide the money, the profession 
will find the brains. (Applause.) 





Seventy Years of Veterinary Service in the United States.* 
By Prerre A. Fis, Ithaca, N. Y. 





Incidental to our work in assembling material for the 
** History of the Veterinary Profession in America,” and 
as a part of the effort of the A.V.M.A. Committee on His- 
tory, it has been our privilege to come into possession of 
some interesting details relating to the census reports of 
the profession. 

The veterinarian is regarded as the unit of service and 
although the data relate to statistics, some illuminating 
conclusions may be drawn from them. 

Our knowledge of veterinary service in the United States, 
prior to 1850, is very meagre and seems to be attainable 
only by search for occasional references in the early 
American agricultural periodicals and foreign veterinary 
journals. The first official record of the number of veter- 
inarians in this country is given in the seventh U. 8. 
Census Report, for the year 1850. It is believed that the 
census reports of this early period contained some inaccura- 
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cies, but they represent the only official records now 
available. 

According to the 1850 report, there was a total of 46 
veterinarians, limited to eight states of the whole country, 
distributed as follows: New York, 20; Ohio, 8; Massa- 
chusetts, 5; Indiana, 5; Illinois, 4; Virginia, 2; Vermont, 
1; District of Columbia, 1. Each decade has shown an 
increase and for the sake of conciseness, the figures are 
given in Table I. 


TABLE I.—Census figures on Veterinarians. 


| 


Year. | Veterinarians. Increase. 





Census. 
| o/ 
7th 1850 46 
Sth 1860 392 752.1 
9th 1870 1,166 197.4 
10th 1880 2,130 £ 82.6 
llth 1890 | 6,494 | 205 
12th 1900 | 8,163 | 25.7 
13th 1910 =| (11,652 42.7 
14th 1920 13,494 | 15.7 


' 


It may be noted from Table I that the percentage of 
increase in the number of veterinarians shows a very 
decided falling off after 1890. This date represents the 
line of cleavage between the lawless period, when prac- 
tically no barriers existed to prevent anyone from prac- 
tising as a veterinarian, and the legal period when educa- 
tional standards began to be required and a number of the 
states enacted laws regulating veterinary practice. 

Various facts of great interest may be obtained from a 
study of these reports relative to the development of veter- 
inary service in different sections of the country and, in 
the later reports, comparing the gain and loss in certain 
sections with other sections. In the earlier years, the 
veterinarians established themselves principally along the 
Atlantic Coast, from Virginia northward, and in the states 
bordering the Great Lakes, as far west as the Mississippi 
River. 

In the census of 1850, it is interesting to note that nearly 
half of the veterinarians in the whole country were located 
in New York State and New York maintained the lead 
in veterinary population until 1910, with the exception of 
the year 1860, when Pennsylvania was listed with a major- 
ity of one veterinarian over New York. In 1910, Illinois 
took the lead, with New York second ; in 1920, Illinois was 
still leading, with New York in fourth place. 

Until 1910, the larger half of the total veterinarians was 
located in the middle Atlantic (New York, New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania) and East North Central States (Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin). In 1910, the 
Middle Atlantic States were displaced by the West North 
Central States (Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas). All sections of the 
country showed a gain in the number of veterinarians until 
1910 ; at that time, and in 1920, only the New England and 
Middle Atlantic States showed a decline. Among the 
individual states showing a decline (1920), New York stood 
first, with a loss of 127 veterinarians, 

















YUM 


October 26, 1929. 


Although the majority of the veterinarians is located in 
the North Central States, the rate of increase from 1910 to 
1920 has been greater in the Southern States than in any 
other section. In North Carolina the number was trebled 
and in a number of other southern states the numbers were 
more than doubled. The tide of the veterinary population 
is apparently receding from the north-eastern section of the 
country and increasing in the North Central States, and the 
South. 

In the census of 1870, information was given relative 
to the nativity of the veterinarians, as follows : Americans, 
63.8 per cent. ; British, 20.4 per cent. ; German, 10.5 per 
cent. ; scattering, 5.3 per cent. 

That the female veterinarian is a recent development 
seems to be contra-indicated by the fact that in 1890 two 
were listed ; in 1900, fourteen; in 1910, none; in 1920, 
one. 

If, in 1850, there had been 48 states in the Union, only 
46 of them could have been supplied with a veterinarian ; 
two states would have been without veterinary service. 
On the basis of the 1920 report, an equal apportionment 
would have provided each state with 281 veterinarians 
and six of the states could have had an extra man. This 
represents the numerical growth of the profession in 70 
years. 

The six states containing the greatest number of veter- 
inarians in 1910 maintained that honour in 1920, but there 


was a rearrangement of their order, as shown in Table I. 


TABLE IT. -- Pelative positions of States in 1910 and 








1920. 
| ere | 
Rank. State. | 1910 | Rank.) State. 1920 
1 = Mllinois | 1038, 1s |_ Illinois 1146 
2 New York | 981 2 lowa 972 
3. Ohio | 782 3 | Ohio 860 
4 Towa | 692 4 New York 854 
5 Pennsylvania! 676 5 Indiana 754 
6 Indiana 637 | 6 | Pennsylvania 698 
| 
| 





Iowa displaced New York and Indiana displaced Penn- 
sylvania. 

The report of the 1920 census was of particular interest, 
coming as it did soon after the close of the World War, in 
which approximately 20 per cent. of the veterinarians 
participated. The present decade, with a reduced number 
of veterinary schools and a consequent lessened production 
of veterinarians, along with other factors affecting the 
profession, will give still greater interest to the report of 
the not-far-distant 1930 census. 


GERMAN REGULATIONS FOR THE SALE OF MILK. 

According to Press reports, the Federal Food Minister 
intends to introduce a law regulating uniformly the sale of 
milk as soon as the necessary agreement with the different 
Federal States has been reached. Meanwhile an order of 
the Provincial Government of Hildesheim (Hanover) 
forbids the sale as human food of milk from cows which 
within the last three days have been treated with potent 
drugs, such as aloes, arecoline, arsenic, tartar emetic, 
eserine, iodine, hellebore, preparations containing phenol, 
mercury, lead, zine, strychnine, and other alkaloids. 
Pharm. Zentralh., 70, 36, 578. 
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COMMUNICATION. 





The Rat-tailed Maggot of the Drone Fly —frista/is tenax 
By A. W. Nogeu Pitiers, F.R.C.V.S. 


During the last few months T have received several 
communications concerning the above maggot. It seems 
possible that it has been more prevalent this year than in 
former ones. Although the fly and its larva are well 
known to entomologists and it is often figured in text 
books, it appears that a short note may be of interest to 
practitioners. 

The drone fly is a little larger than a bee and being of a 
similar colour may be mistaken for it at a 
It is, however, a dipterian belonging to the 
family Syrphide. The adult is flower loving, but the 
eggs are deposited on the surface of decomposing liquids 


somewhat 
distance. 


such as those of swill tubs, liquid manure butts, or at the 
liquid edges of manure heaps. The larva is provided 
with a long posterior breathing tube which has given rise 
rat-tailed maggot. 


:—the 


to its common name viz 





VENTRAL. DORSAL. 


The Rat-tailed Maggot of the Drone Fly (/ristalis tena). 
Natural size. 


The diagram shewn above gives a good idea of 
the shape and size of an average specimen, The 
colour is creamish white to dirty brown. In_ several 


cases, where animals were said to be passing rat-tailed 
larve, it has been shown that they had really crawled 
from their birth places into the liquid of the pig sty fleor 
or into the dung channel of the cow shed. There is, 
however, no doubt that in some cases they are ingested 
and passed out in the freces. Sometimes they seem to 
have suffered considerably as a result of the mechanical, 
thermal and chemical processes of digestion, whilst on 
other occasions the damage so sustained appears to be 
very slight. 

All claims that animals are passing them should be 
by the practitioner before 


very carefully investigated 


taking any action. In previous years specimens have 
heen examined from cattle, pigs and human beings. In 
one case this year the larvie were stated to be * from a 
shorthorn heifer’? and they shewed distinct signs of having 
passed through the alimentary canal. In another case 
the veterinary surgeon wrote : 

‘They have been voided from the vagina of a heifer, 
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They are actively motile when first passed and 
several have come away during the past week. Prior 
to actually seeing the parasites expelled, I suggested 
to the owner that they must have been passed per 
rectum, but he assured me otherwise and since then 
I have seen them come from the beast’s vagina.” 
When it is satisfactorily established that an animal is 
passing rat-tailed larve an attempt should be made to 
prevent them being ingested by examining and removing 
likely sources of infestation. Treatment should follow 
general purgative lines, but it may happen that the 
depravity of appetite which made the patient take the 
decomposing material will require attention. 








From Che Veterinarian, 
November, 1829. 


Communications and Cases. 


FRACTURE OF THE SPINE IN A MARE, WITH PALSY OF 
THE HINDER EXTREMITIES. 


By Mr. Hupson, M.R.C.S., anp V.S. Linco. 





An aged mare, whilst hunting last winter with Sir 
Richard Sutton’s hounds, in endeavouring to clear a ditch 
of two yards wide, dropped in with her hind parts, but 
succeeded in getting out, and staggered a short distance 
farther, when she fell, and could not be made to get up 
again. I was sent for, and found the hinder extremities 
completely paralyzed, whilst the fore ones retained their 
full power of action, and, upon pricking them with a sharp 
instrument, great pain was evinced ; but not so with the 
hind ones, as they were quite insensible to any stimulus 
whatever. I then concluded that there must either be 
considerable effusion on the medulla spinalis, or that the 
spine itself must be fractured. 

Little was done in the way of treatment, as I saw my 
patient could live only a few hours, which proved to be the 
case, Upon a post-mortem examination, I found a fracture 
in the anterior lumbar vertebra, with the spinous process 
torn from the body of it, and pressing on the theca verte- 
bralis, where there was a considerable quantity of 
extravasated blood, as was also the case beneatly the 
sacro-lumbales and longissimi dorsi muscles. Behind the 
fracture two of the lumbar vertebre were joined together 
by a large ossific deposition, the inter-vertebral substance 
being removed, and bone supplying its place. The 
transverse processes of all the vertebre were joined 
together in some place by bony knobs, particularly so at 
their roots, and about mid-way every one was broken, 
which must have been occasioned by the action of the 
muscles covering these parts. This I hold to be the case, 
too, with the fracture of the anterior vertebra. 

The mare being enabled to get out of the ditch, and to 
get a few yards from it, was probably in consequence of 
the vertebra remaining in its natural situation until the 
time of the fall, although previously broken. I may add 
that I afterwards learned that the mare had been occasion- 
ally in the habit of falling, but was enabled to get up 
shortly afterwards ; and this circumstance I conceive might 
be owing to the flexibility of the spine being partially lost, 
so that in violent exertion there was, at times, a momentary 
concussion of the spinal marrow. 
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EXTENSION OF SIUDY FOR 
THE DIPLOMA OF R.C.V.S. 
FROM FOUR T0 FIVE YEARS. 








Not for many years has a report of a committee of 
the R.C.V.S. been of such moment as that presented 
to the Council at its last meeting by the Examination 
Committee. This report showed that, under the 
chairmanship of Professor J. B. Buxton, the Committee 
had spent several years studying the present working 
of the existing syllabus and curriculum as required 
by the bye-laws of the R.C.V.S. for its examinations. 
It has been recognised for some time that with the 
very great increase in the scope of many of the most 
important subjects of the curriculum, a period of four 
years does not permit of that clear, quiet, and thorough 
study which alone can give a satisfactory knowledge of 
asubject. It is a recognised fact that it is as important 
that the student should have time for personal study 
as apart from attendance at lectures, etc. The 
existing congestion of lectures, demonstrations, etc., 
at the teaching colleges must of necessity force on the 
teacher and student a system of cramming, as against 
steady and comprehensive assimilation of the subject 
in hand. 

In order to correct this the Committee has given the 
matter much thought, and eventually it put 
forward two schemes. The first was a suggestion that 
certain subjects such as chemistry, physics, botany 
and zoology might be taken as a pre-registration 
course. There were many grave objections to this, 
one of the strongest being that by accepting examina- 
tions conducted by outside bodies, in subjects so 
closely bound to veterinary education, the R.C.V.S. 
would be unable to ensure adequate teaching of these 
subjects, especially in respect of their relationship to 
veterinary science. 

The second was to establish a five years’ course 
with certain necessary re-arrangements of the subjects 
to be taken during that course. The Council, by a 
large majority, signified its acceptance of the second 
scheme. 

The Examination Committee, after much careful 
thought, has elaborated a syllabus to meet the 
requirements of present and future students, but this 
has not yet come before the Council for discussion. 
This syllabus will be considered by the Council at a 
future meeting, as the adoption of the syllabus will 
necessitate alteration of bye-laws and such proposed 
alteration requires three months’ notice. 

The Council of the R.C.V.S. has, by those outside, 
been accused of dilatoriness, but it should be known 
that for many years attempts have been made to make 
the necessary alterations in the syllabus. 
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There is, at this date, no proposal to add to the list 
of existing subjects ; some, of course, may be amplified, 
but the main object is to give the student more time 
to gain a better insight into his subject, and, incident- 
ally, more time to devote to seeing practice and to 
clinical study, thus better fitting him to go straight 
into practice on gaining his diploma. 
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There may be some opposition when the debate | 


on the alteration of syllabus takes place, but it was 
significant that the principals of the London, Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow and Liverpool teaching colleges 
viewed the proposed extension with favour. 

At the time that the change from a three to a four 
years’ course was made, certain false prophets foretold 
the doom of the veternary profession, and there may 
be some who will bring forward the same tale of woe, 
and put forward the same arguments as were then 
used, but we doubt if these will hold water in the light 
of what has happened during the last thirty-four 
years since that change took place. Statistics show 
that there was no decrease in the number of names on 
the Register of the R.C.V.S. as a result of the intro- 
duction of the four years’ course. 

The standard of every kind of education has 
advanced and is advancing with big strides. Abroad, 
and in our Colonies, the necessity for the proposed 
extension has already been realised. The veterinary 
schools of the Transvaal, Copenhagen, Utrecht, Madrid, 
Zaragoza, Cordova, Lyons, Buenos Aires, Monte 
Video, Santo Paulo, and Constantinople require a 
period of five years’ training ; those of Berlin, Hanover, 
Leipzig and Vienna four and a half years, and in some 
cases, before the licence to practise is given, a further 
six months for the preparation of a thesis. Those of 
Melbourne, Sydney, Ontario, Cornell, Brussels, Lahore, 
Great Britain and the Irish Free State require only 
four years. 

We therefore welcome this somewhat belated move 
on the part of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
to raise the status of veterinary education to con- 
form with that of all other scientific bodies. 


Post-Graduate Study of Bovine Tuberculosis. 


We are confident that many of our readers, parti- 
cularly those engaged in public health work, will be 
glad to supplement their knowledge of this disease, 
which unfortunately figures so largely in their routine, 
by attending the intensive practical Post-Graduate 


Course on Tuberculosis which is being held under the’ 


auspices of the Department of Veterinary Pathology 
of the University of Liverpool. Authority, both 
central and local, is becoming very much alive to the 
menace to human and animal life presented by bovine 
tuberculosis, and it behoves the veterinarian to 
take advantage of every opportunity both of re- 
refreshing his memory and of acquiring reliable 
up-to-date information upon it. We can imagine no 
more profitable method of achieving this end than by 
attendance at such courses as that to be held at 
Liverpool next month, of which full particulars are 
given in our advertisement and Notes and News 
columns. 
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ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY SURGEONS. 


Quarterly and Special Meetings of Council. 


REVISION OF THE CURRICULUM: A FIVE YEARS’ COURSE. 


A quarterly meeting of Council, followed by a special 
mineeting of Council, of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, was held at the College, 10 Red Lion Square, on 
Friday, October 4th, 1929. 

Professor J. F. Craig, President, took the Chair, and the 
following members of Council were present :—Major J. 
Abson, Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, Lt.-Col. J.W.Brittlebank, 
Professor J. B. Buxton, Mr. J. H. Carter, Mr. J Clarkson, 
Mr. J. C. Coleman, Major G. W. Dunkin, Professor 8. H. 
Gaiger, Professor F. T. G. Hobday, Mr. J. Holroyd, Mr. 
R. Hughes, Mr. W. 8. King, Mr. G. H. Livesey, Mr. G. P. 
Male, Mr. J. W. McIntosh, Sir J. M’Fadyean, Professor 
J. Macqueen, Major-Gen. Sir J. Moore, Professor J. Share- 
Jones, Dr. A. L. Sheather, Lt.-Col. P. J. Simpson, Mr. 
T. F. Spencer, Colonel G. K. Walker, Dr. A. Whitehouse, 
Mr. J. Willett, Professor G. H. Wooldridge, Lt.-Col. T. 
Dunlop Young, Mr. George Thatcher (Solicitor), and Dr. 
Fred Bullock (Secretary). 

The minutes of the previous meeting of Council, held on 
July 5th, which had been printed and circulated, were 
taken as read and signed as correct. 

The SEcRETARY announced that letters regretting their 
inability to attend the meeting had been received from 
Messrs. G. H. Locke, J. McKinna and H. Sumner. 


OBITUARY. 


The SecrETARY read the Obituary List. 

Sir Joun M’FapyeEan : I rise to move a resolution with 
regard to the death of Major-General Sir Frederick Smith, 
whose name is included in the list which has just been read, 
Sir Frederick became a member of this College in 1876, a 
Fellow in 1893, and an Honorary Associate in 1914. He 
joined the Army Veterinary Service in 1876 and he was 
Director-General of it from 1907 to 1910. It would be 
impossible and not necessary to mention all the services 
that Sir Frederick Smith rendered to veterinary science, 
which earned for him the admiration of the entire pro- 
fession. I think one might say that no member of this 
College has left a finer record for strenuous, sustained and 
By his writings he contributed very richly 
If the facts were as well known 


fruitful work. 
to veterinary literature. 
as they ought to be about what Sir Frederick Smith did to 
improve and, I think one might almost say, to perfect the 
Royal Army Veterinary Corps for service during active 
warfare, it would be recognised that he established a 
claim to national gratitude. 

Sir Frederick held very stern views about life and its 
duties and responsibilities. He was above all a stern task- 
master to himself. He seemed to have almost superhuman 
powers of application, and the advice that his friends often 
had to give him—to allow himself more time for sleep, rest 
and recreation—was of no avail. 

I have to move: ‘‘ That the Council record in its minutes 
its sense of the great loss which veterinary science has 
sustained in the death of Major-General Sir Frederick 
Smith, and its high appreciation of the services which he 
rendered to the veterinary profession ; and that an expres- 
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sion of the Council's deep sympathy be forwarded to Lady 
Smith and the members of her family.” 

The Presipent: Gentlemen, I esteem it a privilege to 
be allowed to second this motion of Sir John M’Fadyean’s, 
but I cannot add anything material to what he has so well 
said. It is a good thing that we have had in the profession 
such a man as Sir Frederick Smith. He has been a shining 
example to all of us, and his life and work must be a source 
of great inspiration to those who follow him. I cannot 
say more in seconding Sir John M’Fadyean’s motion. 

The resolution was then carried in silence, all present 
upstanding. 

Admissions to Membership.—The Secretary read the 
list of admissions to membership since the last meeting 
of Council. 

Correspondence.—The SECRETARY read a letter from Mr. 
A. Gofton expressing his thanks for the letter addressed 
to him on the instructions of the Council at its previous 
meeting. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE. 


Colonel Simpson read the following report of the Finance 
Committee, and moved its reception and adoption :— 


At a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee, held at the College on Friday, 4th October, 
1929, Mr. McKinna was appointed Chainmman of this 
Committee for the ensuing year, and Lieut.-Cel. P. J. 
Simpson Vice-Chairman. 

In the absence of Mr. McKinna, through continued 
illness, Lieut.-Col. Simpson took the Chair. 

It was resoived to send to Mr. McKinna an expression of 
the sympathy of the Council with him in his illness. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been printed 
and circulated, were taken as read and signed as correct. 

The Treasurer submitted his Quarterly Financial State- 
ment, showing an adverse balance of £67 12s. 4d. and 
liabilities amounting to £76 5s. 7d. 

The Treasurer's Statement was approved and he was 
ordered to pay the liabilities shown. 

The Secretary reported as to annual fees in arrears 
and was instructed to take proceedings in two cases to 
recover the arrears due. 

The Secretary reported that the building and contents 
had been insured for additional sums of £5,050 and £2,155 
respectively for an additional sum of £5 18s. 1ld. with the 
Car and General Insurance Co. 

The Secretary was instructed to obtain from the 
Insurance Co. an endorsement of the policy of insurance 
on the contents to the effect that they agree to the values 
allotted to the separate items making up the total amount. 

The Treasurer reported that, owing to the financial 
position, he would require authority to obtain an over- 
draft from the Bank up to £600 for the present guarter. 

It was resolved—(a) That the Treasurer be authorised 
to obtain an overdraft from the Bank up to £600 for the 
present quarter. 

(J) That the Council be requested to refer to the 
Parliamentary Committee the question of the provision 
of an increased income for the College either by legislation 
or otherwise. 

The Sub-Committee appointed to consider the cost of 
examinations reported that it had given further considera- 
tion to the question as to whether further economies could 
be effected in carrying out the examinations, but that after 
careful consideration, on having been supplied with evidence 
concerning the cost of the various examinations held in 
July and the economies already effected, they are unable 
to make any further recommendations. 


Mr. McIntTosuH seconded the motion and, there being no 
discussion, it was put and carried unanimously. 
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EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


Professor Buxton read the following report of the 
Examination Committee, and moved its reception and 
adoption :— 


At a meeting of the Examination Committce held at the 
College, on Thursday, 3rd October, 1929, Professor J. B. 
Buxton was appointed Chairman, and Mr. J. Clarkson 
Vice-Chairman, for the ensuing year. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and signed as 
correct. 

Reports on the July examinations from local secre- 
taries, chairmen of the Board of Examiners, and delegates, 
were received. 

It was resolved that the thanks of the Council be 
accorded to those institutions and persons from whom 
assistance in the conduct of the examinations had been 
received, 

The Secretary reported that one entry had been received 
for the Fellowship examination and that the examiners 
had prepared a report thereon for the consideration of the 
Committee. After the report had been carefully considered 
it was resolved that the thesis be rejected. 

Educational Certificates Nos. 3352-3413, 3415-3427, were 
submitted and approved. 

Exemptions under Bye-law 62 were granted in the 
following cases, 3388, 3389, 3391, 3392, 3393, 3396, 3400, 
3401 to 3405, 3409, 3418, 3421. Exemption was also 
granted in case No. 3374, provided confirmation in writing 
is received from the Delhi University that the subjects 
mentioned have been duly passed by the candidate. 

Concerning applications for concessions, (a) An applica- 
tion was received from G. Pande, Class B, for permission 
to pass to Class C and sit for the subject which he had 
failed in the July examination, in December next. 

It was resolved that the application be not acceded to. 

(') An applications was received from A. E. Gachet, 
Class A, for permission to pass to Class B and sit for the 
subject which he failed in the July examination in 
December next. 

It was resolved that the application be not acceded to. 

Re the D.V.S.M., (a) Applications were received from 
E. Beaumont, M.R.C.V.S. and J. H. Carr, F.R.C.V\S., 
for exemption from the provisions of Bye-law 106(3). It 
was resolved that the applications be acceded to. 

(1) Applications were received from five candidates re- 
jected at the previous D.V.S.M. Examination for exemption 
from the examiners’ requirements that they should attend 
a further course of six weeks’ instruction at one of the 
affiliated schools before re-examination. It was resolved 
that the applications be not acceded to. 

The report of the auditors on the marks awarded to 
candidates eligible for the Fitzwygram Prizes was received, 
from which it appeared that the following students had 
gained the highest and second highest number of marks 
at the four professional examinations, namely : Ist, Charles 
Bridson Davidson; and 2nd, Thomas Lees May. 

It was resolved that the lst Fitzwygram prize be awarded 
to Mr. Charles Bridson Davidson, and that the 2nd 
Fitzwygram prize be awarded to Mr. Thomas Lees May. 

Applications for election as local secretaries were con- 
sidered, and it was resolved to recommend that the follow- 
ing appointments be made: Edinburgh, Mr. A. K. 
Cameron ; Glasgow, Mr. R. Renfrew ; Liverpool, Mr. E. L. 
Butters, and Dubiin, Mr. J. Doyle. 

The Secretary reported that Mr. H. Tudor Hughes and 
Major F. Chambers had tendered their resignations as 
examiners in Class C in Materia Medica and Veterinary 
Hygiene respectively, and it was resolved that the resigna- 
tions be accepted with regret and that the Secretary be 
instructed to express the Council’s thanks for the valuable 
services rendered in the past by the two examiners. 

A report of the examiners for the Jubilee Memorial 
prize was submitted, showing that two candidates had 
entered for the prize and that the highest number of marks 
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had been gained by candidate No. 2, Mr. John Tweedale 
Edwards. 

It was resolved to recommend that the Jubilee Memorial 
and Bursary prize be awarded to Mr. John Tweedale 
Edwards. 


Mr. HuGHEs seconded the motion, and, there being no 
discussion, the resolution was carried unanimously. 


REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 


The SEcRETARY read the following report of the meeting 
of the Registration Committee held on Wednesday, 
October 2nd. 


At a meeting of the Registration Committee held at the 
College, on Wednesday, October 2nd, 1929, it was uni- 
mously resolved that Professor J. T. Share-Jones be 
appointed Vice-Chairman for the ensuing year. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been printed 
and circulated, were taken as read and signed as correct. 
Cases. 

2074. The Secretary submitted a draft memorandum 
to be submitted to the Minister of Agriculture. It was 
resolved that the draft be submitted to the special Sub- 
Committee with a view to amendment before presentation 
to the Minister. 

2225. Name removed. It was resolved that this case 
be struck out. 

N.1. Bromell, T. Using labels marked ‘ Veterinary 
Surgeon.” In the absence of proper evidence this case 
was struck out. 

N.2. Champneys, E. H. 8. Appointed as veterinary 
surgeon to the Boro’ of Hythe. The Secretary was in- 
structed to make further enquiries in this case and to 
report to the next meeting. 

N.3. New, F. Using title ‘* Veterinary Surgeon.” 
The Secretary reported that a prosecution had been in- 
stituted, and a conviction obtained, with a fine of 30s. 
including costs. 

N.4. Advertising title of ‘* Veterinary Chemist.” The 
Secretary reported that he had been unable to obtain proper 
evidence, and the case was struck out. 

N.8. Use of label bearing title ‘‘ Veterinary Surgeon.’ 
This case was held over for further evidence. 

N.9. Using title ‘‘ Veterinary and Canine Specialist.” 
It was resolved that a prosecution be instituted in this case 
if sufficient evidence is obtainable. 

N.10. Using letters M.R.C.V.S.in India. It was resolved 
that this case be ordered to stand over for further evidence. 

N.12. Advertising colonial degree. This case was referred 
to the Solicitor for his opinion as to whether a prosecution 
would lie under the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, 1881. 

N.13. Arnald, T. B., name removed. Continued use of 
title. The Secretary was instructed to communicate 
with Mr. Arnald requiring an undertaking to discontinue 
the offence. 

Correspondence was submitted and the Secretary was 
jnstructed as to replies to be sent. 


> 


On the motion of the PRESIDENT, seconded by Colonel 
BRriITTLEBANK, the report was unanimously received and 


adopted. 

The SecrETARY read the following report of the meeting 
of the Registration Committee held on Thursday, 3rd 
October :— 

The minutes of the meeting of 4th July, 1929, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read and 
signed as correct. 

Cases. 

2281. Boyd, J. McK. Name removed. The Registrar 
reported correspondence with this member, and the reply 
of the Registrar was approved. 

2375. Timoney, T. M. The Registrar reported that this 
member was still in Canada, and it was resolved that the 
further consideration of the case be held over for six months. 

2387. Hamilton, W. The Registrar reported that this 
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member had not yet replied to two letters requesting a 
specific answer to the question asked by the Council. 
It was resolved that this member be called upon to 
appear before the Committee at its next meeting to show 
cause why his name should not be removed for conduct 
disgraceful in a professional respect. 

2393. White, M. Contravention of Pharmacy Act. 
A report was received that this member pleaded Guilty 
at Kirkwall Sheriff Court House of a contravention of the 
Pharmacy Act, 1868, and that he had been admonished 
and the case dismissed. It was resolved that no action 
be taken. 

2402. A letter was received from this member in reference 
to the decision of the Committee at its previous meeting, 
and the Registrar was instructed to inform him that 
his reply is not considered satisfactory, and to request 
a formal undertaking that he will in future give effect to 
the Committee’s request. 

2413. Good, A. F. Convicted and fined £5 for a contra- 
vention of Sect. 98 (Sub.-Sect. 5) of the Coal Mines Act, 
1911. It was resolved that this member be called upon to 
appear at the next meeting to answer a charge of conduct 
disgraceful in a professional respect. 

2414. Advertising. A satisfactory undertaking was 
received, 

2415. Alleged employment of unqualified assistant. A 
satisfactory explanation was received. 

2416. Alleged covering. It was resolved that this 
member be called upon to appear at the next meeting to 
answer a charge of conduct disgraceful in a professional 
respect. . 

2234. Advertising. <A satisfactory undertaking was re- 
ceived. 

2417. Holland, H. W. Convicted on a charge of drunken- 
ness in charge of a car, with a fine of £10 with costs, and 
suspension of licence for 12 months. The Registrar was 
instructed to send a letter of warning to this member. 

2418. Advertising by means of label. The Registrar 
was instructed to require an undertaking that the offence 
would be discontinued, 

Correspondence was submitted and the Registrar was 
instructed as to replies to be sent. 

Procedure. The special Sub-Committee reported that 
they had held two meetings for the consideration of stand- 
ing orders for procedure at meetings of the Registration 
Committee, and that they had instructed the Registrar 
to put the draft scheme in type for submission to the 
Sub-Committee at its next meeting. 

Scheme jor Free Veterinary Treatment. 

The special Sub-Committee appointed to consider the 
provision of a scheme for free veterinary treatment of 
sick animals of the poor, reported that they had held 
two meetings, and had been assisted in their deliberations 
by representatives of the N.V.M.A. A draft scheme 
had been drawn up, and, with certain amendments, 
approved for submission to the R.S.P.C.A. 

It was resolved that the report be approved and the 
scheme be submittcd to the R.S.P.C.A. by the members 
of the deputation already appointed for this purpose 
(the President, the Treasurer, Sir John M’Fadyean, 
Mr. J. W. McIntosh, Sir John Moore, Mr. Livesey, and 
Colonel Brittlebank), together with the President of 
the N.V.M.A. 

On the motion of the PREsIpENT, seconded by Mr, 
McInrTosu, the report was unanimously received and adops 
ted; and, on the motion of the PREesIDENT, seconded by 
Colonel BrirrLEBANK, authority was given for the Seal of 
the College to be affixed to the order for prosecution 


detailed in the report. 


PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE, 
Colonel BrirTLEBANK read the following report of the 
Parliamentary Committee, and moved its reception and 


adoption :— 
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At a meeting of the Parliamentary Committee held at 
the College, on Thursday, 3rd October, 1929, Lieut.-Col. 
J. W. Brittlebank was appointed Chairman of this Com- 
mittee for the ensuing year. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been printed 
and circulated, were taken as read and signed as correct. 

The draft Supplemental Charter was submitted, together 
with a proposed addition providing for authority for the 
College to award a Diploma in Tropical Veterinary Medicine 
and such other post-graduate diplomas as may from time 
to time be found necessary in the interest of Veterinary 
Science. 

It was resolved (a) That the draft Charter as amended 
be approved ; 

@ (bh) That the proposed addition be submitted to the 
Government of the Irish Free State for their approval. 

The President reported the progress made with the 
proposed Irish Free State Agreement, and it was resolved 
that the matter be left in the hands of the special Sub- 
Committee appointed by the Council at its meeting in 
January, 1928, namely, the President, Colonel Brittlebank, 
Sir John M’Fadyean, and the Secretary. 

The special Committee appointed to prepare a scheme 
of descriptions of colours and markings of horses submitted 
their amended report. Letters were also received from 
various Breed Societies stating that the matter would be 
considered by their Councils at an early date. It was 
resolved that the consideration of the report be referred 
back to the Committee in order that they may take into 
account any criticisms which may be received from the 
Breed Societies. A letter received from Messrs. Weatherbys 
welcoming the preparation of the scheme and making 
certain suggestions was also referred to the Committee 
for consideration. 

Veterinary Appointment in India. The following re- 
port of the Special Committee was received :— 

At a meeting of the Special Committee on Indian 
Veterinary Appointment held at the College, on 
Wednesday, 17th July, 1929, Colonel G. K. Walker 
was appointed to the Chair. 

The Secretary read the reference as follows :— 

Minutes of Council. July 5th, 1929, 13 (vii) 

Veterinary Appointment in India. A letter was re- 

ceived from the India Office regarding the ap; oint- 

ment of a Director of Agricultural Research at Pusa 
and an expert in Animal Husbandry. 
It was resolved (a) That the matter be referred to a 

Special Sub-Committee with power to act. 

(/) That the Sub-Committee consist of the President, 

Lieut.-Col. J. W. Brittlebank, Sir John M’Fadyean 

Sir John Moore. Dr. A, Leslie Sheather, Colonel G. K. 

Walker. 

The Secretary read a letter from the India Office 
dated 26th June, asking the assistance of the Council 
towards filling the vacancy for a Director of Agricultural 
Research Institute at Pusa and for an expert in Animal 
Husbandry to serve as a whole-time member of the 
Advisory Board to be formed to advise the Council of 
Agricultural Research. 

After due consideration, it was resolved that the 
Secretary be directed to address a letter to the India 
Office giving reasons why, in the opinion of the Council, 
it was essential that the expert in animal husbandry 
to be appointed should be a qualified veterinary surgeon, 
and making a specific recommendation. 

It was resolved that the report be approved and that the 
Special Committee be continued in being for the purpose 
of giving further assistance to the India Office, if necessary, 
with regard to the proposed appointment. 

A letter was received from the India Office requesting 
the assistance of the Council in securing a suitable candidate 
for the post of Director for the Imperial Institute of 
Veterinary Research, Muktesar. It was resolved that the 
matter be referred to the Special Committee referred to in 
the preceding paragraph. 


Mr. CartTeR seconded the motion, which was carried 


unanimously. 


———— 
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LIBRARY AND PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Livesey read the report of the Library and Publica- 
tions Committee, and moved its reception and adoption :— 


At a meeting of the Library and Publications Committee 
held at the College, on Friday, 4th October, 1929, Mr. 
G. H. Livesey was appointed Chairman, and Professor 
8S. H. Gaiger Vice-Chairman, for the ensuing year. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and signed as 
correct. 

The Librarian submitted a report on the work of the 
library during the past quarter, which was approved. 

It was resolved (a) That a Sub-Committee be appointed 
to consider and report on the general question of the 
maintenance of the library, and the provision of a suitabie 
librarian. 

(') That the Sub-Committee consist of the Chairman, 
Professor F. T. G. Hobday, Mr. J. McIntosh, Major-General 
Sir John Moore, Dr. A. Leslie Sheather, Colonel G. K.Walker, 
Mr. J. Willett, and Colonel T. Dunlop Young. 

The Librarian submitted a iist of presentations to the 
library received during the past quarter, including a 
number of books, reprints. and manuscripts bequ>athed 
to the College by Major-General Sir Frederick Smith. 

The Librarian was instructed as to the purchase of 
additional volumes. 

The Librarian reported that, owing to ill-health, he had 
been unable to attend the Aslib Conference at Cambridge. 

The Secretary was authorised to publish the Register 
of Veterinary Surgeons, 1930, and was instructed as to its 
revision. 

The Secretary reported that the Hand-book for Veter- 
inary Surgeons would shortly be due for revision, and it 
was resolved that the matter be left in the hands of the 
ex-officio officers, together with Mr. Livesey and Professor 
S. H. Gaiger. 

Mr. CoLEMAN seconded the motion, which was carried 


unanimously. 
REVISION OF THE CURRICULUM. 


The PrEsIDENT: The next item is a very important and 
serious one. If we are going to deal with it to-day, I 
think it will be advisable for us to go into Committee. 

On the proposition of Colonel WALKER, the Council 
resolved itself into Committee for the purpose of con- 
sidering the report, which had been submitted to the 


; Council at its meeting in July, when its reception was 


agreed to, the consideration of its adoption having been 
deferred to the present meeting. The report is as follows : 

The Examination Committee has heid six special 
meetings for the consideration of the examination syllabus, 
following upon the resolution of the Council at its meeting 
on July Ist, 1927, which referred the whole curriculum to 
the Committee for revision. The Committee issued in the 
first place a questionary to teachers and examiners for 
the purpose of eliciting their views as to necessary 
amendments. In addition, draft syllabuses drawn up by 
three different members of the profession were obtained, 
and a memorandum was submitted by the Secretary, 
showing the nature of the instruction given in the veterinary 
schools in France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Holland, Den- 
mark, Sweden, South Africa, Australia, Canada and U.S.A. 
In addition, Dr. Lander attended personally before the 
Committee and assisted its deliberations in the reconstruc- 
tion of the syllabus in Chemistry and Physics. 

The Committee resolved— 

(1) That the subjects of Chemistry and Physics, Botany 
and Zoology, must continue to be taught in the veterinary 
colleges. 
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(2) That exemption from this part of the Ist year’s 
course, under the provisions of Bye-law 62, must be con- 
tinued, but that some re-arrangement of the syllabus is 
essential to provide that students so exempted may receive 
the necessary amount of instruction in anatomy, which is 
not possible under the present syllabus. 

The Committee has given careful consideration to every 
part of the curriculum, and has drawn up a revised examin- 
ation syllabus, which is submitted as an appendix to this 
report, for the favourable consideration of the Council. 


The Committee has also thought it necessary to draw up 
for the purpose of the revision of Bye-laws 60 to 65, a 
schedule showing the minimum number of hours which 
must be devoted to lectures and to practical work for each 
subject. It has been unanimously agreed that the number 
of hours which can profitably be spent by students at 
actual lectures, demonstrations and practical exercises 
cannot exceed about 20 per week, or 600 hours in the ses- 
sion. This would allow little enough time for the necessary 
private study and for recreation. 


The Committee, after considering evidence showing the 
number of hours devoted to lectures and to practical work 
in the affiliated colleges under the present syllabus, came 
to the conclusion that though the limit above-mentioned 
was being considerably exceeded, students were being 
set a task which it was not possible to accomplish with 
satisfactory results. To cram into the time at their dis- 
posal an amount of instruction which should properly be 
spread over a longer period was but to court mental 
indigestion and to give the students but a superficial 
knowledge in regard to a large number of subjects. 

In revising the curriculum the Committee have found it 
necessary to add certain subjects to the syllabus, and in 
setting out the minimum number of hours’ instruction 
which must be provided for, if the students are to acquire 
an adequate knowledge of their work, it has become 
clearly evident that it is not possible to cover the whole of 
the work represented by the revised syllabus in less than 
five years. 

The Committee earnestly recommends that careful 
consideration be given by the Council to this aspect of 
the question. If the Council should decide, as the Com- 
mittee believes it will decide, after a study of the arrange- 
ment of subjects set out in the draft revised syllabus, 
and of the minimum number of hours allotted to each, 
that the course of study projected cannot be encompassed 
in a shorter period than five years, the Committee suggests 
that immediate notice should be given to the public that 
after August Ist, 1931, all students admitted to the 
veterinary colleges will be required to undergo a course of 
instruction lasting over five sessions of thirty weeks each. 

In Committee, after a prolonged discussion, it was moved 
by Professor Buxton, that the report and recommendations 
be adopted. This was carried. 

On the Council resuming its meeting in public, 

Professor BuxTON said: I beg to move the adoption 
of the recommendation of the Examination Committee, 
that a five years’ course of study be instituted. 

Sir Joun M’FapyveEan: That requires three months’ 
notice on the notice board of alteration of Bye-laws. 

Colonel BritTLEBANK: I second Professor Buxton’s 
motion. 
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Sir JoHN M’FADYEAN : I take it, Mr. President, that the 
motion is not ultra vires ? 

The PRESIDENT : It is not ultra vires to put the principle, 
but it is ultra vires at the present stage to pass a motion 
that a five years’ course be adopted. 

Sir Joun M’FApYEAN: The mover did not use the word 
‘* principle.” 

Professor Buxton: I moved that the recommendation 
of the Examination Committee be approved. I can then 
move the necessary alteration of the Bye-laws. 

Sir JoHn M’FapyeAN: What are the actual words of 
the motion ? 

The SecrRETARY : Professor Buxton moved the adoption 
of the recommendation of the Examination Committee 
that a five years’ course of study be instituted. 

Sir JoHN M’FapyEAN: That is witra vires, and I think 
Professor Buxton himself understands it is ultra vires, 
because he suggested he must give notice of it. 

Colonel BRITTLEBANK: May I say that, in my humble 
opinion the proceedings are perfectly in order. All that 
it is necessary to do is to give the consequential notice of 
alteration of Bye-laws arising out of the resolution of the 
Council. The notice must be suspended for three months 
indicating the necessary alteration of Bye-laws, on which 
discussion, if necessary, would arise again at that time. 

The PresipENnt: I take it that that will be done. I 
now put the motion to you, that the recommendation of 
the Examination Committee, that a five years’ course of 
study be instituted, be approved. 

Professor SHARE-JONES : Would it not be better to put 
the resolution in this form—that we are of opinion that the 
time has arrived when the course should be extended to 
five years, and then for the necessary notice of motion to 
be given ? 

Colonel BRITTLEBANK : I think the words of the motion, 
that we definitely accept the recommendation of the 
Committee, cover the point. 

Sir Joun M’FApyYEAN: I am quite sure you need not 
bother about the words of the recommendation, because 
you cannot get behind the rule. The recommendation will 
not be effective until notice has been given for three 
months. 

Professor Buxton : I propose to give notice of alteration 
of Bye-laws, but it is no use to give a notice of proposed 
alteration of Bye-laws until one knows whether it is worth 
while or not. The motion is in order, I submit. 

The PRESIDENT: Yes. I now put to you the motion, 
that the recommendation of the Examination Committee 
be approved. 

The resolution was then put and carrieds 

[The Council at this point adjourned for a short time, in 
order that the meeting of the Organising Committee of the 





International Veterinary Congress might be held. 
Motion BY Mr. CoLeMAN. 


The next item on the Agenda was the following motion, 
of which Mr. Coleman had given notice :— 

‘That the necessary steps be taken to impose an 
intermediary punishment to those named in Clause 6 
of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, 1881, upon members 
guilty of offences under Clause 53 of the Bye-laws.”’ 
Mr. CoLEMAN: I have made some enquiries in regard to 

the motion standing in my name on the Agenda since I 
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gave notice of it; and the evidence that I have elicited 
from the various learned professions is that any inter- 
mediary punishment would be exceedingly difficult to 
execute, even if power to inflict it could be obtained. The 
obtaining of it would necessitate the passing of an Act of 
Parliament, and the difficulty of putting the powers into 
force, if they were obtained, would be exceedingly great, 
if not impossible. I have to thank our Secreatry, Dr. 
Bullock, for a very exhaustive expianation upon the points 
I raised. I find there is only one profession which has an 
intermediary punishment which they can apply, and that 
is the legal profession. I desire, Sir, with your permission, 
and the permission of the Council, to withdraw the motion 
in order not to waste the time of the Council. 

Permission was given for the motion to be withdrawn. 

This concluded the business of the quarterly meeting of 
Council. 


Special Meeting of Council. 

A special meeting of Council was then held ; Professor 
J. F. Craig, President, occupied the Chair, and the same 
members were present. 

The minutes of the last special meeting of Council, held 
on July 5th, which had been printed and circulated, were 
taken as read and confirmed. 

The first business on the Agenda was the following 
resolution in the name of Colonel Brittlebank :— 

* That Bye-laws 45 and 46 be altered to read as follows : 

Bye-law 45. At the first meeting of Council after the 
annual meeting, there shall be elected the following 

Standing Committees, each to consist of the whole of the 

members of Council, v7z., a Finance and General Purposes 

Committee, a Registration Committee, an Examination 

Committee, a Parliamentary Committee, and a Library 

and Publicatiuus Committee. Such other special com- 

mittees may be appointed by the Council as may be 
considered necessary. 

Bye-law 46. The quorum for Standing Committees 
shall be seven, and for Special Meetings three.” 

Mr. Livesey: In the absence of Colonel Brittlebank, I 
beg formally to move the motion which is set down on the 
Agenda paper in his name. 

Colonel WALKER : Is it correct to use the word “ elected? 
Should not the word “‘ appointed ”’ be used? If they are 
elected it pre-supposes a ballot. ' 

The PrEsIDENT: They are elected by consent, if you like 
to put it in that way, but it is possible for everybody to be 
elected by ballot. 

Mr. Livesey: You cannot alter the wording of the 
motion now. 

Mr. McInrosx: I formally second the motion. 

Professor WuirEHovuse: I think this is a very bad 
resolution, and I strongly oppose it, the reason being that 
it will tend to lessen efficiency. There would be too many 
people serving on each committee. In my opinion it 
would be much better if the committees were smaller than 
they have been, rather than larger. I record my dis- 
approval of it, even if I am the only member who desires 
to do so. 

Major DunKiN: I support Professor Whitehouse in his 
opposition to this motion. It seems to me that if we are to 


be good councilmen we should attend regularly on the 
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committees on which we are appointed. It will be impos- 
sible for the members to serve on all the committees, 
and the passing of this resolution would therefore tend to 
inefficiency. 

Mr, SpeENcER: I support the views expressed by Pro- 
fessor Whitehouse. 

Professor Buxton: I also support those views, because 
it would be quite easy for this principle, if adopted, to 
embrace only those members of Council who wish to be on 
certain committees. We can make our committees larger, 
but we need not say that every member of Council is to 
be a member. That will put a colossal burden on the 
shoulders of some people. Those who want to, and have 
the time, could, if they so desire, have an opportunity of 
serving on the particular committees in which they are 
interested. 

The PrestpENtT: The proposed change is due to the 
fact that some members of the Council are apparen‘ly 
dissatisfied that they are not on certain committees, and 
that they do not get an opportunity of freely discussing 
the subjects that come before those committees ; so that 
a considerable amount of time is taken up at the Council 
meetings when the proposals are discussed. That is the 
reason, as far as I can make out, for the proposed change. 
It was that all the members of the Council should be 
interested in the various committees and take part in any 
of the discussions while the matters that are brought before 
them are still in committee. 

Dr. BRADLEY: Personally, I do not like this alteration 
at all. If we have any change I propose a reversion to the 
old method of selection and not the method in operation 
at the present moment. I think the one that preceded it 
was far more satisfactory. 

Mr. Wittett: There is another point that has to be 
remembered, namely, the records of our attendance on 
all these committees which are published to the Profession 
at the end of the year. (Laughter.) I think if a member 
is on two committees at a time that is quite enough, if 
he is to do any work on those committees and to 
carry out his duties as far as possible. Some members 
have not the time to attempt to serve on every committee. 
I strongly oppose this alteration. 

Mr. CoLeEMAN: I think since the Selection Committee 
have considered the wishes of members of Council in 
placing them upon the committees in accordance with 
their wishes as far as possible, we have gone far enough, 
particularly as the privilege is now extended to us of 
attending the meetings of all committees, if we desire to 
do so. Now that that privilege is extended to us I think 
that is all that is required. I support the remarks Mr. 
Willett has made. There are certain committees in which 
some of us are not interested at all and on which we could 
not be of any use ; for instance, I should not be of any use 
on the Finance Committee. I do not see that any good 
purpose would be served by the alteration of the Bye-laws 
as suggested. I think it would be such a ponderous affair 
if all the members of the Council could attend all the 
committee meetings that we should never get through 
the business of the committees. 

Mr. Livesry: I desire to say that I simply formally 
moved this resolution in order to oblige Colonel Brittlebank 
and Dr. Share-Jones, who were not able to remain for this 
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meeting, and not necessarily because I support it. I agree 
very largely with what Dr. Bradley has said, and also to 
a very great extent with what Mr. Willett has said. I 
understand that what was in Colonel Brittlebank’s mind 
was a most laudable desire that every member of the 
Council should have the opportunity of acquiring full 
knowledge of the working of all the committees. But 
when one comes to think of it in practice, one knows it is 
impossible for all the members of the Council to have equal 
facilities for attendance. Therefore, those members who 
are very anxious for the attendance record to appear well 
in the annual report are at an advantage compared with 
those who are less happily situated from the point of view 
of attendance at the meetings. If a member expresses 
his ability and his desire to serve, we will say, on two 
committees, and loyally attends those committees through- 
out the year, I think he has fulfilled his duty to the best of 
his ability, and is equally commendable with the member 
who is ready to serve on all committees if he wishes and 
has the ability to do so. There should be no invidious 
distinction made in that respect. When the record of 
attendance is published, it is distinctly stated to how many 
committees a member is called. If he is called to a certain 
number of committees and attends the whole of them he 
has carried out his duties faithfully and well; and it is 
upon that alone, and not upon the total number of attend- 
ances, that he should be judged. Ido not think the scheme 
suggested in the motion is going to be particularly helpful 
to us. As has been pointed out, the committee meetings 
will be crowded, and I do not think that tends to the mem- 
bers paying particular attention to the business in hand. 
The members will come more with the idea of putting in 
an appearance than dealing with the business. I am, 
therefore, in opposition to the motion. 

The PRESIDENT: I will now put the motion which has 
been proposed by Mr. Livesey, and which has also been 
opposed by him. 

Colonel Simpson : Can we suspend voting on the motion 
until there is a fuller attendance of members of Council ? 
There is a very poor attendance at this late hour, and as 
this is rather an important matter, I think we should give 
the whole of the members a chance of voting on it. 

Dr. BrapLEy: Is there a quorum present ? 

The PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Dr. BrapLey: Then you cannot postpone the voting. 

The PrestpENtT: Will you withdraw the motion, Mr. 
Livesey, without prejudice ? Are you able to do that ? 

Mr. Livesey: I do not see that I can, Sir. It appears to 
me that when a motion is put down on the Agenda paper 
it is immaterial who movesit. Inthe absence of the mover, 
it can be read by the Secretary, and it is immediately open 
to discussion and can be voted on, aye or nay, if there is 
a quorum present. It must be dealt with at this meeting. 

Mr. McInrosu: I formaily seconded the resolution for 
the purpose of hearing arguments in favour of it. What 
is the position now as far as certain members of certain 
committees are concerned? The Chairman and Vice- 
Chairman were not made members of the Parliamentary 
Committee under the old conditions. 

Mr. LivesEy: That was dealt with at the last meeting 
of Council, when the committees were appointed. 

The motion was then put and lost, no member voting 
in its favour. 
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Motion BY PROFESSOR WOOLDRIDGE. 


The following resolution was standing on the Agenda in 
the name of Professor Wooldridge, who was not present 
at the meeting :— 

(a) That in Bye-laws 51, 54 and 55, the word 

‘ Registrar > be substituted for the word ‘ Secretary ’ 

wherever the latter occurs, 

(6) That the order of Bye-laws 31-49 be altered as 
follows :— 


New Number. Old Number. 
31-34 45-48 
35 49 
36-46 34-44 
47-49 31-33 


(c) That Bye-law 59 be amended by the deletion of 
the second paragraph. 
(dq) That Bye-law 53 be amended by the addition of 
the following: * The decision of the Council as to what 
is conduct disgraceful in a professional respect is final.’ ”’ 
The PRESIDENT: Professor Wooldridge is not present. 
Has he asked anybody to move this resolution for him ? 
The SecrETARY: These resolutions were put in Pro- 
fessor Wooldridge’s name because he was the Chairman of 
the Sub-committee of the Registration Committee which 
dealt with the procedure. These items have already been 
approved in principle by the Council, and we simply 
require a formal motion to have the Bye-laws altered. 
Professor BUXTON : 
of Bye-laws standing in the name of Professor Wooldridge. 
Dr. BRADLEY : 
The PRESIDENT: Is there any discussion on the motion ? 


I formally move these alterations 
[ formally second the motion. 


I have only one comment of my own to make under 
heading (d) where it is proposed ‘*‘ That Bye-law 53 be 
amended by the addition of the following: ‘ The decision 
of the Council as to what is conduct disgraceful in a pro- 
fessional respect is final.’ ”’ 

The SecRETARY: That is not so much a Bye-law as a 
pure statement of fact. It is final so far as the Council is 
concerned, 

The PRESIDENT: Does this statement suggest that, if 
a decision is given by this Council, a man cannot appeal 
to the Privy Council ? 

Mr. Livesry: At the committee meeting where that 
was proposed, it was agreed that that should be done from 
the point of view of being explanatory. It was agreed 
upon not merely for the purpose of this College and prac- 
titioners in general, but for counsel and others who have 
the Bye-laws handed to them and who are not always 
aware that this Council are the arbiters of what is and what 
is not professional conduct, and that the only appeal that 
can be made against their decision is to the Privy Council. 
I think I am right in saying that the Privy Council has 
never upset the ruling of a professional body. 

The PresipeNt: All that is done in proposal (6) is to 
change the order of things in order to make them come 
more into logical sequence. 

The resolution was then put and carried. 


MorTrioNnN BY THE PRESIDENT. 


The following motion was standing on the Agenda in the 
name of the President :— 
‘‘(a) That Bye-law 2 be deleted. 
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(6) That in Bye-law 4 the words ‘ United Kingdom’ 
be deleted and the words ‘ Great Britain and Ireland ’ 
be substituted therefor.” 

The PresipENT: This motion is put forward in view of 
certain contemplated changes which are soon likely to 
arise on account of certain agreements with the Irish Free 
State. The first motion is ‘“‘ That Bye-law 2 be deleted.” 
Bye-law 2 states, ‘‘ The Council shall consist of thirty-two 
members, eight of whom shall retire annually by rotation 
but shall be eligible for re-election if nominated.’’ As a 
matter of fact, the number of Councilmen will be increased 
and the method of election will be rather different from what 
exists at present. Although we cannot put anything in 
substitution of it just now, it will not be able to stand. 

The SEcRETARY: Besides, there is no need for that 
Bye-law. What is provided for by the Bye-law is already 
provided for by the Charter. 

Mr. Wrttett: I take it that all the Bye-laws will have 
to be re-numbered ? 

The SEcRETARY: We can leave a blank. 

The PrEsIDENT: I move the first motion, ‘‘ That 
Bye-law 2 be deleted.” 

Mr. McInTosuH seconded the motion, which was carried. 

The Prestpent: I now move the second motion : 
‘That in Bye-law 4 the words *‘ United Kingdom’ be 
deleted and the words ‘ Great Britain and Ireland’ be 
substituted therefor.”” Bye-law 4 refers to ‘* United 
Kingdom.’’ Under the contemplated changes that term 
will not apply, and on that account the words “ Great 
Britain and Ireland ’”’ have been substituted for ‘‘ United 
Kingdom.’’ I move the motion. 

Colonel DUNLOP YOUNG seconded the motion, which was 
carried, 

Confirmatory Meeting.—It was agreed that the Con- 
firmatory meeting should be held on Wednesday, 16th 
October, at 3-30 p.m. 

Vote of Thanks to the President.—A cordial vote of 
thanks to the President for his conduct in the Chair having 
been carried by acclamation, the meeting terminated. 








Mik (SpectAL DESIGNATIONS) ORDER, 1923. 

The latest returns received from the Ministry of Health 
indicate that the numbers of licences for the production of 
graded milk issued and in force in England up to March 
31, 1929, were as follows: Certified 144, Grade A (T.T.) 
bottling 40, Grade A (T.T.) non-bottling 144, Grade A 436. 
These numbers show a slight increase on the licences in 
force at the end of the previous half year. The corres- 
ponding figures for Wales, which have been received for 
the first time, were 6, 13, 20, and 26 respectively. 


“The classification of milk is urgently in need of im- 
provement,” says the agricultural correspondent of The 
Times. ‘* The existing grades are confusing to all concerned 
and the fact that Sir George Newman is willing to hear 
views on the subject should encourage producers, traders 
and consumers to proceed without delay to evolve a better 
and simpler scheme. The establishment of a satisfactory 
system of designation is a matter for friendly discussion. 
Sir George Newman recognises that the Ministry of Health 
are not the proper body to tackle the problem, and asks 
producers themselves to devise and suggest names for the 
different grades. The trade might, perhaps, help in the 
matter, but the first thing to establish is the practicability 
of the plan proposed, and as this primarily affects the 
producer, it should have his sanction.” 





CLINICAL AND CASE REPORTS. 


The “ Inflation ’’ Treatment in the so-called “‘ Eclampsia’’ 
of the Bitch. 
By C. Formston, M.R.C.V.S., and R. Macuin, 
Class D, Royal Veterinary College. 





The following two cases are, we think, worthy of record. 
Both cases were typical of what is known as eclampsia 
in the bitch. The treatment was successful in both. 

In the first case reported other treatment was resorted 
to, but in the second no other measures were adopted. 
The second case was purposely given no other medicants 
in order to serve as a control. 

CasE 1. Subject. Cross-bred Pom, three years old, 
had one litter previously and at present mothering six 
healthy puppies. 

History. On the evening of 17th September, the bitch 
was brought in, in a state of collapse, with the history 
that until an hour before she had been normal in every 
way and had been lying quietly with her six puppies, 
which were four weeks old, when suddenly she went into 
a violent fit, simulating that of hysteria. 

This fit lasted for half an hour, after which she lay on 
the floor in convulsions. 

She was then brought to the College and when I saw 
her she was lying with head and limbs outstretched, with 
spasms involving the musculature. 

Temperature 105° F.; visible mucous membranes 
bright red; respirations accelerated; pulse wiry and 
also accelerated. She was in full lactation with milk in 
all glands. Later, on examination of urine drawn off, 
albumen was found to be present. 

Diagnosis. Eclampsia. Prognosis was guarded and 
the bitch taken into the infirmary for the night, the 
owner being told to call the next day. 

Treatment. A cold enema was given, each mammary 
gland inflated, chloretone grs. x given per os, and the bitch 
placed in a kennel. 

The animal was visited an hour later and was found to 
be perfectly quiet. The spasms were no longer evident, 
the limbs being flexed. 

Next morning she was apparently normal and anxious 
for food although none was given until evening, when 
she was taken out and put on a mixture of syrup of chloral 
and potassium bromide. 

The owner was advised to keep the puppies from the 
the mother until the next day and then to allow her three 
only. 

On enquiry to-day the bitch and two puppies were 
found to be in excellent health. 

CasE 2. Subject. Whippet bitch, first litter of 
four puppies three weeks old. 

History. The bitch up to that time had apparently 
been in good health. 

On the morning of the day in question she had been 
running about in the sunshine and was brought to her 
owner in a state of tetany, her limbs being completely 
extended and rigid. Temperature 106-5° F.; pulse and 
respiration very accelerated, and milk secretion plentiful. 

Treatment. The mammary glands were each inflated 
separately and the effect was noticed in a few minutes, 
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In half an hour after, the bitch got up and walked out 
of the room in an attempt to find her puppies. 

A foster mother was obtained for the puppies and on 
visiting them four days later both mother and progeny were 
doing well. 

TECHNIQUE. First of all the mammary glands were 
cleaned with ether meth. and in the meantime, a 5 c.c. 
hypodermic syringe with needle was being sterilized by 
boiling. When cool, the needle was introduced into the 
gland substance, not via any of the teat canals, well 
below the base of the teat, and the gland inflated until 


moderately tense. Each gland was inflated in the same 
way. 
ConcLusions. It would appear that there is some 


similarity between milk fever of cows and parturient 
eclampsia of the bitch. 

The inflation treatment (although only two cases are 
quoted) appears to be in the nature of a specific and is 
worthy of further trial. 


Fracture, with Displacement, of the Coccygeal Vertebrz, 
in a Setter. 


By J. G. E. Gaur, M.R.C.V.S., Bath. 
The accompanying X-ray photograph may be of interest. 
Subject.—English Setter bitch, two years old. The 
bitch was in the back seat of an open touring car going 
about 35 m.p.h. She fell out on to a tarmac road, and 
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the consequence was a rather unusual fracture and dis- 
placement of the coccygeal vertebre which is clearly | 
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shown in the photograph. 
ill-effects. 


There were apparently no other 
The tail is absolutely paralysed. No pain is 
evinced on palpation, the nerves probably being severed. 
The accident occurred on 20th September, and the photo- 
graph was taken on 23rd September, ,', second exposure 


being given. 
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REVIEW. 


‘* The Prevention of Human Tuberculosis of Bovine 
Origin.” By Wititam G. Savacr, B.Se., M.D. Mace- 
Millan. 10s, 6d.). 

The author of this book, Dr. Savage, is well known to 
a great many members of the ‘‘ National’ ; his acquaint- 
ance with us should be one reason why the members should 
take more than a cursory glance through his book. Chap- 
ters I and II deal with the vehicles of spread, and the 
amount of human tuberculosis of bovine origin, and Dr. 
Savage discusses the. various media of infection, such as 
liquid milk, dried milks, condensed and evaporated milks, 
cream, cheese, butter and meat. He arrives at this general 
conclusion, that, for practical purposes, nearly all the 
proportion of human tuberculosis of bovine origin is due 
to the consumption of liquid milk containing living tubercle 
bacilli. 

The facts submitted in the statistical tables in Chapter IT 
suggest to Dr. Savage ** not only that the number of deaths 
of bovine origin is declining, but that this diminution is 
proceeding at a greater rate than for those of human 
origin.” 

In Chapter III Dr. Savage discusses the problems of 
bovine tuberculosis, and he bases his estimate of prevalence 
of the disease from four different sources :— 

A. Estimates based upon tuberculin tests ; 

B. Abattoir statistics ; 

C. Estimates based upon the routine inspection of 
cows by veterinary surgeons ; 

D. Information derived from the results of the 
bacteriological examination of milk for tubercle 
bacilli. 

These statistics shew that the author agrees with us when 
he says ‘‘the dairy herds of this country are very extensively 
affected, and 40 per cent. would be a conservative figure.” 
He goes on to say “in spite of this volume of knowledge, 
the efforts to eliminate bovine tuberculosis have been com- 
paratively small in their scope, and futile in their results.” 

Chapter IV deals with methods for reducing bovine 
tuberculosis, and the risks of tuberculous milk. Dr. 
Sivage divides this chapter into sections, as each section 
has a direct bearing on the work of the veterinary inspe¢tors 
of the local authorities of Great Britain. I quote them :—- 

Section 1. The reduction of bovine tuberculosis 

considered as a hygienic problem. 

Section 2. Elimination of all bovines suffering from 

tuberculosis. 

Section 3. Building up and maintaining herds free 

from tuberculosis. 

Section 4. Special designated milks. 

Section 5. The Tuberculosis Order, 1925. 

Section 6. Systematic veterinary inspection of dairy 

cattle. 


Section 7. Bacteriological examinations with veter- 
inary Inspections. 


The relative value of these various procedures is discussed 


in Chapter VILIT. Two sentences, under Section 5, with 
which we heartily agree, are as follows (p. 89): “‘ the very 
unsatisfactory arrangements as to disinfection of premises 
after these infectious designated cases of tuberculosis have 
been destroyed. The requirements of the Order (ART. 13) 
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are very vague, and if disinfection at all is to be carried out, 
or how it is to be done, is left to the discretion of the 
police.” 

Chapter V deals with technical problems in relation 
to bacteriological and veterinary control. 

Chapter VI discusses immunity problems and bovine 
tuberculosis—the efforts of Calmette, Raw, Watson, Lange 
and Lydtin are quoted somewhat extensively. 

Chapter VII deals with pasteurisation and tuberculous 
milk, 

Dr. Savage is lucid in his description of the two methods 
of pasteurisation of milk, and emphasises the inutility of 
the “‘ flash ’’ process ; at the same time, the author points 
out the defects in the “ holder’ types of pasteurisation 
plants. Dr. Savage informs us “‘ the number of licences 
to sell ‘ pasteurised ’ milk as a type of graded milk is very 
few, the amount of milk subjected to a process of pasteuri- 
sation is very large, and is increasing; this is done as a 
commercial expedient to prolong the life of the milk, and 
for the most part has no relationship to safety as regards 
conveying pathogenic bacteria.”” The inadequacy of pas- 
teurisation alone to safeguard the milk supply is being 
increasingly recognised in U.S.A. 

In Chapter VIII the author discusses the reduction 
and elimination of human tuberculosis of bovine origin. 
Dr. Savage says that ‘“‘ in the present chapter an attempt is 
made to assess the relative importance and value of the 
various factors in this complicated problem.” To the 
reviewer, it seems to be a summary of the salient points 
raised in the seven preceding chapters, and in some 
instances—notably in the preceding chapter, viz., the 
author’s opinion on the operation of pasteurisation as a 
substitute for clean milk, makes the way of cleanliness as 
the goal all the harder to reach (vide, page 176). This, to 
the reviewer’s mind, is a direct contradiction of the advice 
given to protect the milk supply by an efficient and 
adequately controlled system of pasteurisation (p. 191). 
Other points of view are expressed in this chapter, the 
author’s wide. preventive scheme in which attempts are 
made to minimise the benefits which undoubtedly do 
accrue from the operations of the Tuberculosis Order, 1915, 
the Milk & Dairies Act, 1915, andthe Milk & Dairies Order, 
1926, are open to controversy ; as far as our experience 
goes we are inclined tu the view that the routine veterinary 
inspection of dairy cattle would be by itself a thing worth 
introducing to protect the milk supply, instead of waiting 
for the medical officer of health to send us a notice under 
the Act of 1915 to the effect that he had found tubercle 
bacilli in a milk churn at one of the London railway termini. 
Nevertheless, Dr. Savage has written well, and we venture 
to suggest, in course of time, his book will be widely read 
and quoted extensively by veterinary authorities in this 
and in other countries, 

The publishers, Messrs. MacMillan & Co., Ltd., and the 
printers, Messrs. R. & R. Clark, Limited, of Edinburgh, 
are to be congratulated on the issue of this book in their 
usual good styles. 

As a review, my effort only touches the fringe of some of 
the many points raised by Dr. Savage ; further, I trust this 
effort will not be regarded as a ‘“‘ canned” edition of a 
valuable contribution to the veterinary literature on the 
subject of tuberculosis, but suggest rather that the book 
itself should be on every veterinary surgeon’s bookshelf 
for future reference and guidance, H. L. R. 
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ABSTRACTS. 


_The Use of Chauimoogra Oil in Mange. CuisHoim (W.). 
West African Medical Journal. 1928. October. 
Vol. 2, No. 2, p. 133). 

The following letter is taken from the correspondence 
columns of the above journal :— 

“It may interest your subscribers to learn of the 
value of chaulmoogra oil in the treatment of mange 
in dogs. 

“*T have not previously heard of the oil put to such 
use ; but once, at sea, I saw a lady practitioner from the 
East use it effectively on her dog when its side had 
become denuded of hair through contact with hot oil 
from one of the ship’s winches. 

*“My dog, native born, contracted mange, and I 
purposely let the condition become rather severe to 
test the value of chaulmoogra oil. Before commencing 
treatment, there was a raw sore the size of a two-shilling 
piece on the dog’s head, his ears were bald, and the 
skin dry and eczematous. An area of about a quarter 
of an inch in depth round both eyes was in a similar 
condition. The elbow and parts of the flanks were 
bare, and presented raw patches through scratching ; 
while fairly large areas on both haunches, though not 
raw, were denuded of hair. The skin was dry and scaly, 
and the animal was very listless. 

** The animal having been bathed, the chauimoogra oil 
was smeared over the affected parts, with the fingers. 
Bathing and smearing were repeated every second day 
until five applications had been made. The beneficial 
results were rapid. Right from the beginning the 
condition began to clear up until, after the fifth applica- 
tion, it was decided to lengthen the period between the 
applications. Accordingly, after a week’s interval, the 
oil was smeared on again and treatment thereafter was 
suspended. 

“The sores healed rapidly, hair grew on all the 
affected parts, the skin is now in a healthy condition, 
and the dog is bright and lively again. 

‘“No other treatment was adopted, beyond an 
occasional dose of castor oil internally. The chaul- 
moogra oil used was the crude preparation. It did not 
appear to irritate the sores in any way, and it had the 
great merit of repelling flies. It is a messy remedy, 
but the quick and excellent results obtained compensate 
for that objection.” 


(It is regrettable that nothing is said regarding the 


diagnosis of the condition. A. L. 8.}. 


‘* Bacterial Content and the Keeping Quality of Milk.” 
H. Barkwortu, L. J. MEANWILL and M. G. D. Taytor. 
Jour. Ministry of Agriculture. May, 1929. P. 170}. 


The results show that the keeping quality of milk 
depends upon its bacterial content, in that there is a steady 
fall in the period of sweetness of the milk as the bacterial 
count increases. Thus, milk with a count of 0 to 1,000 
per c.em., and no B. coli, had an average keeping quality 
of 77 hours, whereas the samples which contained more 
than 50,000 per c.cin. shewed an average sweetness of about 
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60 hours. It is further shewn that the presence of coliform 
organisms has a markedly deleterious effect on the keeping 
properties of the milk. Thus, milk with a count of between 
1,000 and 5,000 bacteria per c.cm., and an absence of 
B. coli in 1.0 c.em. had an average keeping quality of 
72 hours, whereas milk of the same count with coliform 
organisms present in any dilution up to 1/1000 c.cm. had 
an average keeping quality of 66 hours. It is also true 
that within limits a higher bacterial count with the 
absence of RB. coli has a less deleterious effect on the keeping 
quality of milk than a lower count when these organisms 
are also present. Thus, the samples which gave counts of 
30,000 or less and no B. coli had a longer average keeping 
quality than those which gave counts of between 1,000 
and 5,000 bacteria per c.cm., but contained B. coli. 

Further figures are required in order to determine the 
relationship between bacterial count and temperature 
and the liability to error above and below the average. 
When these figures are available it is anticipated that 
important information will be forthcoming as to the period 
over which milk of a certain bacterial count, delivered 
at a certain temperature, may be expected to remain 
sweet and how frequently exceptions to the general rule 
may be anticipated. 


[The Liver and Hemophilia. J. W. Pickerine (Lancet, 
5520, 1239, 1929). Ex. Pharm. Jour.| 


Daily ingestion of liver tissue tends to increase the 
coagulability of hamophilic blood and weakens the tendency 
to spontaneous hemorrhages. There are several indica- 
tions that the liver produces bodies that are essential for 
blood-clotting. Many facts point to the formation of 
fibrinogen in the liver, such as the loss of it in the blood 
that follows on hepatic injury or intoxication, or super- 
vening upon an establishment of Eck’s fistula or occlusion 
of the hepatic blood-vessels. Observations also prove or 
make it probable that prothrombin and products liberated 
by the lysis of erythrocytes are either the raw material of 
fibrinogen or stimulate the production of that body. There 
is also a stimulation of erythropcesis following the ingestion 
of liver, liver extract, and even the ash of hepatic tissues, 
which serves to show that hepatic activity plays an import- 
ant part in the production of blood. In hemophilia it 
seems probable that the production of certain bodies which 
are essential for rapid blood-clotting is either deranged or 
has not advanced beyond that occurring in an embryonic 
state. It also seems probable that material present in 
the liver of normal animals modifies the hepatic activity 
of hemophilic subjects, and so leads to the production of 
blood which clots readily at body temperature. 


In the abstracts given in the Chemist and Druggist of 
the lecture by Capt. Johnston-Saint, entitled ‘‘ History of 
Medicine in India,’ he states that with the coming of 
Buddhism (about 600 B.C.) practical surgery, which had 
risen to a high degree of proficiency, underwent a further 
fall but, as might be expected, veterinary science reached 
an enormously high level, and infinite pains were taken for 
the care and treatment of the animal creation. 
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Meat Inspection in the City of London. 
In the report of the Medical Officer for 1928, Col. Young 
reports as follows :— 


IMPORTATION OF MEAT INTO GREAT BRITAIN. 
According to the Board of Trade Returns, the imports 


of meat and bacon for the year ending 3lst December, 1928, 


were as follows :— 
Mutton and 


Beet. Lamb. Pork. Bacon. 
Country of Origin. Tons. Tons. Tons, Tons, 
Argentina... .» 470,615 75,570 2,890 — 
Australia oa a 50,791 27,411 — — 
Canada =e nen — “= — 15,340 
Denmark ne ae — -- _- 268,369 
Irish Free State... — — 19,375 27,733 
Netherlands ... ai — — — 52,788 
New Zealand anit 22,936 139,754 6,083 — 
Other Countries ro 28,936 19,415 464 28,710 
Sweden ‘ — — —- 22,053 
United States of America 2,038 — 2,904 26,887 


Uruguay one ese 38,660 20,141 — “= 








Totals... ... 613,348 281,891 31,716 441,880 


The above figures show a total decrease of 58,448 tons, 
compared with those for 1927. 

Of the beef, 77 per cent. is given as chilled and 21 per 
cent. frozen ; the remainder was fresh. The amount shows 
a decrease of nearly 42,000 tons chilled and over 17,000 
tons frozen. 

Argentina heads the list of the countries from which we 
obtain our meat, having sent 76 per cent. of the total, but 
over 100,000 tons less than the previous year. Australia 
sent 8 per cent. and Uruguay 6 per cent., Other Countries 
4 per cent., New Zealand 3 per cent., and the United States 
a small amount. 

The imports of canned beef, beef extract, etc., amounted 
to 50,000 tons. 

Mutton and Lamb.—These increased by 6,150 tons 
compared with 1927. New Zealand sent nearly 50 per 
cent. of the total, Argentina sent 27 per cent., Australia 
9 per cent., and Uruguay 7 per cent. Sheep and lamb 
offal, i.e., tongues, hearts, livers, kidneys, etc., amounted 
to 3,548 tons, canned mutton and lamb 2,439 tons. 

Frozen Pork.—This class of food increased by 3,000 
tons. New Zealand sent nearly half of the total supply ; 
the United States of America and Argentina increased 
their supplies. 

Imported Fresh Pork.—The Irish Free State has a field 
to itself in this class of food and increased her shipments 
by 3,500 tons. 

Bacon.—The importation of bacon increased by 17,750 
tons. Denmark supplied 60 per cent. of the total. Hol- 
land sent an increased supply amounting to 11 per cent. 
of the total. Other countries also increased their supplies, 
but the United States of America, Canada and Sweden 
sent smaller supplies ; the United States sent most of the 
hams imported. 

Live Stock.—It was hoped that when the embargo was 
removed against Canadian cattle, we should receive large 
supplies of fat and store cattle from that country, but due 
to the scarcity of beef and the high prices paid for cattle 
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in the United States, only 405 cattle arrived from Canada, 
and the shippers state they could have obtained more 
money for the animals in Chicago. The Irish Free State 
sent 724,372 cattle, 591,691 sheep and lambs, and 318,286 
pigs. South Africa sent one small consignment of 140 
cattle. 

SMITHFIELD MARKETS. 


The total quantity of food which passed through the 
Central Markets, Smithfield, during the year ending 
March 3lst, 1928, aggregated 470,161 tons, a decrease of 
19,129 tons compared with the year 1927. Of the total 
quantity, the percentages supplied from the various coun- 
tries were as follows, viz. :— 








Countries. Per Cent. 
Argentina ... a ee le she 43-70 
British and Irish.. nae ais hate a 27-70 
Dominions... oa ei per nies oe 18-80 
Other Countries ... ies wae wae ie 9-80 

100-00 
Analysis. 
Beef and Veal. 

Countries. Tons. Per Cent. 
Argentina ’ ons es 177,738 or 72-2 
Britain and Ireland si ae 43,144 or 17°5 
Dominions sal i oe 8,549 or 3-5 
Other Countries pit i 16,630 or 6:8 








246,061 or 100-00 








Mutton and Lamb. 


Countries. Tons, Per Cent. 
Argentina ei oun ove 26,357 or 18-9 
Australia ; sii rae 6,949 or 5-0 
British and Irish ian nas 35,660 or 25-6 
New Zealand ... 7 <a 66,430 or 47-7 
Other Countries as aoe 3,949 or 2-8 








139,345 or 100-00 





Pork - Bacon. 

















Countries. Tons. Per Cent. 
British and Irish sia cui 36,638 75-80 
Dominions sa pals oe 1,724 3:60 
Other Countries aes ies 9,985 20-60 

48,347 100-00 
Poultry and Bacon. 

Countries. Tons. Per Cent. 
British and Irish ‘ibe a 15,286 42-00 
Dominions dike es oe 4,515 12-40 
Other Countries oa = 16,607 45-60 

36,408 100-00 








The Total supplies consisted of :— 
Beef and Veal 52-30 per cent. 


Mutton and Lamb 29-60 a 

Pork oie ae 10-30 - 

Poultry and Game 7-80 i 
100-00 





Over 33 per cent. of all the beef and veal and 37 per 
cent. of the mutton and lamb imported, passed through 
the Central Markets, Smithfield ; in addition, a very large 
percentage passed through the twelve City Cold Stores 
and other markets, i.e., Aldgate and Leadenhall. The 
above figures will give some idea of the large amount of 
work performed by the Meat Inspection Staff of the City 
Corporation. 
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British and Irish supplies, compared with the figures 
for 1927, show a decrease in Beef, Veal, Mutton and Lamb, 
and an increase in Pork, Bacon, Poultry and Game. 


1927. 1928. Difference. 
Beef and Veal ‘ 47,558 43,144 — 4,414 
Mutton and Lamb... 39,921 35,660 — 4,261 
Pork and Bacon 30,268 36,638 6,370 
Poultry and Game... 12,836 15,286 + 2,450 


The feature mentioned in last year’s report—of sending 
beef from Drogheda—has been unsuccessful financially. 
The quantity of fresh pork and bacon from Ireland has 
again increased by 6,370 tons over 1927, 
over the figures for 1926. 


and 20,915 tons 
Those are important increases 
and show how great an industry the pork trade is becoming 
in Ireland. A considerable amount of disease has been 
observed in Irish consignments, but the Lrish Government 
is, we are informed, about to pass a new meat inspection 
law in 1929, and we hope to see good results from the 
appointment of meat inspectors in all places in Ireland 
from which meat is exported to Smithfield. 

Tuberculosis continues to be the most important disease 
in home-killed meat, and there is shown a considerable 
increase in the amount of tuberculous beef and pork sur- 
rendered in the Markets. 
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Reference has previously been made to lack of inspection 
in districts from which meat is consigned to Smithfield 
Markets. 
tion in dealing with imported foods, we must admit that 
meat inspection throughout Rural England is generally 
far from being satisfactory, and is often referred to by 
interesting and 
encouraging to know that several cities and towns are 
building, have just finished building or considering the 
establishment of public abattoirs. Amongst those may 
be included the Corporation of the City of London, who 
propose to re-model and enlarge their public abattoir at 
Islington. It is hoped that those new places in which no 
doubt meat inspection will be conducted on modern 
principles may stimulate other Local Authorities to take 
more interest in the purity and freedom from disease of 


While very stringent regulations are in opera- 


inspection authorities abroad. It is 


our meat supply. 


Your Veterinary Officer had the honour of being invited 
by the Governments of Australia and New Zealand to 
visit the Dominions and view the meat industry there ; 
he returned via Canada and the U.S.A., to observe how 


Amounts of Home-killed Meat seized at Smithfield on account of Disease, and the Nature of the Disease. 


CAUSE OF SEIZURE. So Zs 85 ze x2 
~- &. EE 
V6 <a) O86 C5 ~ Oo 
Abscess ... 2 14 4 28 
Asphyxia lt i 
Blackquarter... a = - 
Cachexia... a ae my -- { 
Caseous lymphadenitis -—— l - 
Distomatosis is 39 
Dropsy ... or “—. — l 
Emaciation and hydreimia 6 7 64 - 18 
Hemorrhages 
(Musculature) ie - - 4 
Jaundice... ons oe - - 3 
Injury ... sae ane - 2 1 
Joint Iil ne a - — 
Killed in exrtremis 2 14 
Mammitis wit ve I 
Myositis ... ia ive = -- - 
Nephritis 3 4 2 
Ochronosis Mais _ - —- - 
Peritonitis one 3 10 
Pleurisy and peritonitis I l 102 
Pleurisy ... eee sink 3 9 90) 
Pseudo-leukemia —. - 1 - 
Pyemia 2 l 
Rachitis 7 8 
Sarcoma sas -- ] 
Sarcosporidia .... one -— t l 
Septicemia wan ma = os - 
Tuberculosis (bovine) 17 105 
Tuberculosis (porcine) — - - 730 
Totals, 1928 27 120 157 4 1,016 
Totals, 1927 21 22 97 4 642 

















meat inspection is conducted in those countries. His 
observations will form the subject of a special report. 
Ss $s 63s # S&S FR GS BS GF 
t 4 ~e — . 
l a — _ mes _ eon 
4 i ona = _ _ 
l ? a ~~ - 
2 l = . . ‘ " 
l . » ‘ ; ~ 
4 2 ae 
aoe l ms las " cs 
: l ons _ —_ — _— . a 
ane l ‘ - — _— - oan as 
i 2 ‘ = oaks sis a — 
. l ae _ _ oan -_ - 
» 1 a om ein —_— i — 
7 4 34 29 10 7 —_— — 
7 - »,043 — — 55 ~=—-2,090 
11 30 4 5,077 29 10 7 55 =.2,090 
16 21 8 4,367 65 4 22 — 2,101 





ee eS ee 
¥ * 
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Argentina.—This country exported to Great Britain 
during the year 1928, 470,615 tons of beef, 75,570 tons of 
mutton and lamb, and 2,890 tons of pork (77 per cent. of 
the beef was chilled). ~ ‘Those figures show a decrease of 
107,301 tons of beef, 1,254 tons of mutton and lamb, and 
an increase of 657 tons of pork. Of those quantities, 
177,738 tons of beef and 26,357 tons of mutton and lamb 
passed through the Smithfield Markets. As occurred 
during the previous year for a considerable period, the 
quality and finish of the beef was below the usual Argentine 
standard, due no doubt to a period of very dry weather 
in that country. ,The number of tuberculous quarters 
of beef discovered shows a very considerable reduction, 
apparently the result of more careful inspection at the 
place of slaughter, but in conjunction with the other 
countries from which we obtain mutton and lamb supplies, 
there is shown a very large increase in the number of sheep 
carcases found affected with caseous lymphadenitis; this 
has in a great measure been due to the method of examina- 
tion in the Frigorificos. A new method is being put into 
operation, from which satisfactory results are expected ; 
hitherto all carcases of mutton and lamb have been im- 
ported in the frozen condition. During the year several 
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small consignments of chilled mutton have been received 
from Argentina. The appearance of those carcases during 
the weather of autumn and winter has been so good that it 
was very difficult to detect them from home-killed mutton. 
The carcases may not appear so good during summer 
weather, but this new method of transport is important, 
being a keener competition with home-killed mutton. 
Whether, due to cost of transport, it will prove economically 
a success remains to be proved ; it would appear that it may 
be so chiefly when home-killed mutton is scarce and high 
priced. From information supplied, the Government of 
Argentina appear to be taking careful measures to ensure 
that no carcases or offal from animals which are affected 
with foot-and-mouth-disease are exported to Great 
Britain. Over 70 veterinary officers have been appointed 
to inspect cattle and sheep on the Estancios prior to their 
being sent to Frigorificos, and no animals are accepted 
there unless accompanied by a certificate. If disease is 
found in a consignment at the Frigorificos, no meat or 
offal from that consignment is exported to Great Britain. 

The following table shows comparative figures of diseased 
meat of Argentine origin for the year 1928 with those for 
1927 :— 











Quarters of Beef, Carcasesof Mutton. Quarters of Mutton. Pig Carcases. Pieces, 

1927. 928. 1927. 928. 927. 928. 1927. 1928. 1928. 
Abscess ... _ one — a 24 7 - 1 95 63 
Actinomycosis ... ° oes o.oo 1 = — os — - - — 
Caseous lymphadenitis on eo -= 475 1,624 48 56 —- 9 
Injury ... “ sve one 1 — -- - — —_ --- — 
Malignant growth mee ons ooo 1 — - — — 
Nephritis ° eon one o — -~- — 1 — 
Osteomalacia ... _ _ ~~ 2 = —- - — -— —- - 
Parasitic disease ‘ni one oo 1 _ —- - — — --- —~ 
Pleurisy .. as on oo 1 — 4 — 1 -— —-- 
Pseudo leukemia on ote oo — 2 L _- = - - 
Pyzemia wes one _ - 2 — — - — — — 
Tuberculosis (hinds) ~ iis mn See 54 —- so — _ = -- _ 
Tuberculosis (fores) ... ape im a 17 _- —~ —- “= — 9 

Totals... ove «. 229 103 480 1,636 48 57 97 63 21 


Australia.—This Dominion exported to Great Britain 
during the year 1928, 50,791 tons of beef and 27,411 tons 
of mutton and lamb, being 8 per cent. of all the beef and 
Y per cent. of all mutton imported from the various coun- 
tries. In a previous report mention was made of the 
Alcock electrical defrosting apparatus, which seemed to 
be a success, but the trade has not taken the process into 
operation. During 1928, Mr. Rayson, from Australia, 
introduced another system of defrosting by washing the 
quarters under an atomised spray, increasing the temper- 
ature gradually, and after washing and drying the quarters 
in a suitable air current, the external appearance of the 
test quarters was good, as also the sectioned joints. More 


Quarters of Beet. 





Carcases of Mutton. 


extensive trials are required before any definite opinion 
can be given; all that can be said at present is that the 


process seems a hopeful one. In all new processes the 


| deciding factor is the demand for the defrosted meat by 


the retail butcher; as yet that has not been great. It 
will be observed from the following table that there has 
been a considerable increase in the number of sheep car- 
cases found affected with caseous lymphadenitis, the 
reason being as stated in the above remarks on Argentine 
meat. It is hoped that the suggestions made as to an 
alteration in the method of examination of carcases and 
offal at the place of slaughter will eliminate all imported 
carcases containing lesions of this ubiquitous disease. 


Quarters of Mutton. Pig Carecases. Sidesof Mutton. Pieces. 


1927, 1928. 1927. 192 927, 1928, 1927. 1928, 1928. 1928. 
Abscess ... es -— 2 3 — — 2 ~ —- —— 
Caseous lymphadenitis | - —- 71 4,080 10 67 — —— l 5 
Tuberculosis... ose — 3 - - -- — = — - 
Total __.... — 5 72 4,080 10 67 2 —- lL 5 


New Zealand.—This Dominion exported to Great 
Britain 22,936 tons of beef, 139,754 tons of mutton and 
lamb, and 6,083 tons of frozen pork, or 3 per cent. of all 
beef, 50 per cent. of all mutton and lamb, and 50 per cent. 
of the pork. The quality of the lamb and pork exposed 
for sale in the Central Markets was, as usual, of a high 
standard. It will be observed by the following table that 


the number of sheep carcases found containing lesions of 


! 
| 





caseous lymphadenitis, compared with 1927, has increased. 
Careful tests have been made of sheep carcases in order 
to find out the percentage of infection ; the result has shown 
that, while not absolutely free from disease, the percentage 
found affected was such that no hold up of consignments 
was necessary and that check percentage examination is 
sufficient. Recommendations similar to those sent to 
the other countries were sent to this Dominion. 
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Quarters of Beef. Carcases of Mutton. Quarters of Mutton. Pig Carcases. Legs of Pork. 
1927. 1928, 1927. 1928. 1927. 1928. 1927, 1928. 1928. 
Abscess ... ad isha wie oe —- —- “= oe 20 78 
Caseous lymphadenitis 94 102 27 22 -- — — 
Pleurisy ... are — a ae 9 = 
Pseudo leukemia l a oe tie: : Z 
Sarcoma iia sie 7 mcs l — — — — —_ ~— 
Tuberculosis... “a a as | _ — ets daa pee = ‘ales 


Total - an el — I 


Chili.—In the report for 1927 mention was made as to 
the number of sheep carcases found to contain lesions of 
the disease caseous lymphadenitis and the steps taken by the 
importers to have carcases examined at the place of 
slaughter in Chili. When the new season’s consignments 
arrived a careful examination was made of a number of 
the carcases, in order to check the value of the inspection 
in the country of origin; this showed that the whole of 
the carcases were not free from lesions, and it was necesary 
to hold the consignments in cold storage until they had 
been examined; the result will be seen in the following 
table. Investigation into the reason for carcases which 
contained lesions having been passed showed conclusively 
that it was due to the method of examination at the places 
of slaughter, and this applies to all the countries from which 
mutton and lamb is imported, viz., that reliance had 
previously been placed on the palpation of the regions in 
which are situated the superficial inguinal (or supra- 
mammary, in females), precrural and prescapular lymph 
glands. If lesions firm and chronic were present, they 
could be detected by this method of examination, but if 
the contents of the lesions were soft or purulent, and 
surrounded by a considerable amount of fatty tissue, then 
such lesions were not discovered. The remedy is obvious : 
all the six lymph glands must be incised at the places 
and time of slaughter, and a further weakness in the 
method of inspection strengthened, viz., by the retention of 
the viscera identifiable with’each carcase until the examina- 
tion has been completed. Recommendations to that 
effect have been submitted through the proper official 
channels, and it is to be hoped that, in the interests of all 
concerned, next season’s consignments from every country 
will be free from lesions of caseous lymphadenitis. 


Carcases of Mutton. Sides of Mutton. 
1927, 1928. 1927. 1928. 
Caseous lymphadenitis 1,535 3,990 402 42 


Uruguay.—This country exported to Great Britain 
38,660 tons of beef and 20,141 tons of mutton. The 
chilled beef from Uruguay has improved in type and 
quality. The breeders and feeders apparently follow the 
lines adopted by those in Argentina. The inspection of 
the beef at the place of slaughter has been good, but the 
inspection of sheep carcases is apparently imperfect, due 
no doubt to the same method being adopted by the in- 
spectors there as in other countries from which mutton and 
lamb are imported. The following table shows a very 
marked increase in the number of sheep carcases found to 
contain lesions of caseous lymphadenitis. Recommenda- 
tions as to the new method of examination were sent to 


this country also. 
Carcases of Mutton. Quarters of Mutton. 


1927. 1928. 1927. 1928. 
Abscess - oes — — — 
Caseous lymphadenitis 110 1,866 2 7 


Total sos 110 1,868 2 7 





98 102 27 22 20 80 6 


Summary of Unsound Food Destroyed. 
Tons, Cwts, Qrs. Ibs, 
Central Markets, Smithfield ... 1,009 0 
Cold Stores el iva ee 216 12 3 0 
Leadenhall Market and City Shops 27 + 2 21 





Total for the year 1928 1,252 17 3 0 








Total for the year 1928 ooo 1,208 17 3 0 
Total for the year 1927 ae 13 l 14 
Increase aa ae 112 4 1 14 











NOTES AND NEWS. 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns, 


Diary of Events. 


Oct. 28th—-N.V.M.A. Committee Meetings, 10 Gray’s 
Inn Square, London. Finance Com- 
mittee, 3-45 p.m. ; Editorial Committee, 
4-30 p.m. 

Oct. 30th—-Meeting of the South-Eastern Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Maidstone. 

Oct. 31st—Meeting of the Eastern Counties Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Ipswich. 

Nov. 7th—Meeting of the Central Division, N.V.M.A., 
at 10 Red Lion Square, W.C.1. 

Nov. 14th—Meeting of the Midland Counties Division, 
N.V.M.A., at the Grand Hotel, Birm- 


ingham, 2 p.m. 


Post-GRADUATE COURSE ON TUBERCULOSIS. 


The intensive practical course, arranged by the Depart- 
ment of Pathology of the University of Liverpool, referred 
to in our advertisement columns to-day, is being given from 
Wednesday, 20th November, to Saturday, 23rd November, 
1929, in the interests of veterinarians engaged in public 
health work. . 

The following will be dealt with: Clinical examination 
of a tuberculous cow, the taking of milk samples, laboratory 
diagnosis, laboratory demonstrations, milk counts, tuber- 
culin test demonstration, technique of tuberculin tests, 
milk legislation, carcase inspection. 

The following gentlemen have kindly consented to assist 
the Staff of the Department : Mr. H. T. Matthews, Mr. A. W. 
Noel Pillers, and Mr. H. L. Torrance. 

Microscopes with oil-immersion lenses must be brought 
by those attending the course, but everything else necessary 
will be provided. 

Through the kindness of the Chief Veterinary Officer 
to the Corporation of Liverpool and the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture, a cow with tuberculous mastitis, etc., has been 
secured, 
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Application to attend the course must be made to 
Professor Gaiger, Department of Veterinary Pathology, 
University of Liverpool, 44 Bedford Street North, Liverpool, 
and as numbers for a practical course of this kind must be 
strictly limited, those wishing to attend should apply at 
once. 


** Dick’? CoLLEGE Post-GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP. 





The Governors of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, 
Edinburgh, have awarded the James Tindal Post-Graduate 
Scholarship to Mr. A. P. Steele, B.Sc. (Lond.), M.R.C.V.S. 
The scholarship is awarded to the graduate who has been 
most distinguished and successful in one or all of the 
classes of the professional course, and is tenable for one year, 
during which time the holder is required to pursue advanced 
study in some branch of veterinary science. 


R.C.V.S. Oprruary. 





FRANELIN, Valentine, St. Kilda, Clarence Road, Leighton 
Buzzard, Beds. Graduated, London, 14th Feb., 1910. 
Died, 19th Oct., 1929, aged 40 years. 

ANDERTON, Capt. C. O. A., 119 Manningham Lane, Brad- 
ford. Graduated, London, 22nd December, 1914. Died, 
17th October, 1929. 


** Through the death of Mr. Cyril Oates Aspinall Ander- 
ton, Bradford loses one of its cleverest young veterinary 
surgeons,” says the Bradford Telegraph. ‘* Mr. Anderton, 
who was only thirty-seven years of age, was taken ill in 
the spring of this year, and died at Middleton Sanatorium, 
where he was removed a short time ago. 

** He was the son of the late Mr. Fred W. Anderton, 
who for many years practised as a veterinary surgeon in 
Manningham Lane, Bradford. He qualified as a veterinary 
surgeon the year of his father’s death in 1914, and had 
carried on the practice ever since. Early this year he 
left Manningham Lane and removed to Shipley Fields 
Road, Frizinghall, but he was taken ill soon afterwards. 
Mr. Anderton specialised in the treatment of dogs, of which 
he was passionately fond, and dog owners in all parts of 
the country have consulted him from time to time. 

‘** He leaves a widow and two young children.” 


SHEEP SCAB. 


“Tt is encouraging to notice that there is growing belief 
that success will ultimately reward well-directed efforts to 
eradicate sheep scab,” says The Times. ‘‘ The chief 
centres of infection are the mountains, where flocks range 
over wide areas and are less subject to regular inspection 
and control than lowland flocks. Wales and Scotland are 
blamed for much of the trouble, particularly the moun- 
tainous regions in Wales. Owners in those expansive 
ranges are reluctant sometimes to round up their sheep for 
systematic dipping, and it has been suggested that the 
disease escapes detection and treatment and is carried into 
fresh districts by the surplus animals disposed of at the 
usual sales. The Welsh Mountain Sheep Flock Book 
Society has the matter in hand, and to the extent of its 
powers and influence promises to co-operate in the suppres- 
sion of the disease. The Society recognises the harm done 
by the disease to farmers in an infected area, and appeals to 
flockmasters to strive to achieve a result that should be 
well within their power by sound organisation and string- 
ent action.” 





The chemists of England and Wales are to hold a 
“Pharmacy Week” during October. The object is 
to emphasise the importance of the chemists’ position in 
relation to public health. The technical training and 
qualifications of the chemist will be thoroughly explained 
and his connection with the health services of the country 
outlined. 





ANOTHER MILK-YIELD “‘ RECORD.” 





Mr. George Hobson, secretary of the British Friesian 
Cattle Society, informs a Northern farming periodical that 
“the noted British Friesian cow, Sudbourne Flossiewijk, 
owned by Miss Martin Smith, of Grange Court, Portington, 
Eastrington, Hull, adds another to the list of cows in this 
country that have produced 3,000 gallons of milk in a 
1actation period not exceeding 365 days. Such super- 
yielders now total nine, and all of them are British Frie- 
sians.”’ 

Sudbourne Flossiewijk’s figures to date are 3,061 gallons 
in 360 days, and she is still giving seven gallons daily. 

‘** She thus becomes,”’ Mr. Hobson adds, “‘ the second cow 
in this country to average more than 2,000 gallons of milk 
over her first five lactation periods. She has set up a new 
British record, her average yield for these five lactations 
being 2,214 gallons, which displaces the previous best 
average, namely, 2,001 gallons.” 


ArMyY VETERINARY SERVICE. 





LonpdDOoN GAZETTE—WaR OFrFICE—REGULAR ARMY. 
Oct. 1.—The follng. Majs. remain secd. on promotion 
(March 25) :—J. J. Hegarty, A. J. Kelly. 


TERRITORIAL ARMY. 
Oct. 4.—F. J. L. Croudace to be Lt. (Oct. 5). 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 


correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 


tributor for publication. 
Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 


his correspondents — = 
Deletion of Dosage. 
To THE EpriTor or THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—The interesting article on Canine Hemorrhagic 
Enteritis contributed by Professor McCunn in your issue 
of last week rather lost its appeal to country practitioners 
by the omission of the dosage of formalin to be used. I am 
given to understand that this is done to prevent the use 
of such treatment by unqualified people. 

In the case of intravenous medication is such precaution 
necessary ? Yours truly, L. P. Puan. 
Pennard House, 

Sevenoaks, 

22nd October, 1929. 





** Tortoiseshell Cat Mystery.”’ 
To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—In your issue of October 12th, under the heading 
‘** Tortoiseshell Cat Mystery,” there appears a reference, 
quoted from the Daily Sketch, to ‘a male tortoiseshell 
cat owned by the University of Liverpool,’’ with the 
statement: ‘“ His offspring has been legion and yet not 
a single male kitten has been born to him.” 

The actual facts are these :— 

The cat in question—a tabby-tortoiseshell and white 
male belonging to Mrs. R. C. Bisbee and myself—has sired, 
since we have had him, fifty-three kittens; twenty-three 
males, twenty-eight females and two whose sex was not 
determined with certainty. He has not, however, sired 
a tortoiseshell or tabby-tortoiseshell son. 

Yours faithfully, E. CATHERINE HERDMAN. 

Zoology Department, 

University of Liverpool. 
October 12th, 1929. 


The Editor acknowledges the receipt of the following :— 

Communications from Mr. E. P. Barrett (Margate), 
Dr. G. W. Clough (London), Mr. R. E. Glover (Cambridge), 
Capt. H. E. Hornby (Tanganyika Territory), and Mr. R. 8. 
Smyth (Harrogate). 





